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from the wmiisher 


Welcome to CONSIDERATIONS. In our new quarterly 
magazine you'll read about subjects that are not 
always dealt with in other astrological journals. 
The fascinating account of the possible use of Neo- 
lithic stone-circles, that starts on page 40, and 
the hints it gives of the parts the astrologer- 
shaman may have played more than 4,000 years ago, is 
such an article. 


In the pages of CONSIDERATIONS you'll redis- 
cover the Astrology of centuries ago. The explan- 
ation, commencing on page 55, of the long-lost 
Septenary prediction technique is the result of 
original contemporary research into the astrological 
methods that were in use in imperial Rome. re 
suggests a new approach to chart analysis that is 
based on the sequence in which planets rise to the 
Ascendant after birth. 


At the same time that you are being introduced 
to long-forgotten techniques, CONSIDERATIONS will 
also keep you up to date with the best of today's 
new ideas. The article describing the Azimuth 
houses, starting on page 20, certainly meets this 
description. 


Whether old or new, the ideas expressed in 
CONSIDERATIONS will always remain true to Astro- 
logy's essential core. Our lead article, starting on 
page 3, uses the technique of myth to approach close 
to the very essence of one of our basic tenets. 
Another article, the one that begins on page 29, 
examines the original source of those peculiar 
short-hand symbols we use in our work. Its unexpect- 
ed conclusions may cause you to pause and re-examine 
just how you draw your glyphs. 


We are devoting a lot of space to the early 
days of our royal art in this premier issue, but we 
haven't forgotten the present. Today's tight planet- 
ary grouping is discussed in the article that starts 
on page 11. The data of recent events in the world 
are given on page 54. Should you wish to do so. you 
can analyze the apparent direction of this mad, mad 
world we live in. We provide you with both the 
dates and our blessing. 


_We hope that you'll share our interest in these 
subjects. Let us know your opinions by completing 
the editorial questionnaire. Enjoy CONSIDERATIONS. 


Tell your friends. ave, elt 
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The newcomer to astrology is naturally eager for defini- 
tions. What, he or she asks, does the sign Scorpio really mean? 
The original intent of this article was to answer that question, 
to clearly define the eighth sign in terms the beginner would 
grasp. But as writing commenced, the fingering on the typewriter 
became more and more hesitant; something obviously was wrong. The 
marvel that is Scorpio was escaping — that sense of mystery and 
power beyond our ability to fully grasp, the essence of November 
life as part of the zodiac year. It was better, I decided, to 
try to record the marvel, not to attempt to define its meaning. 
In that way Scorpio can continue to echo on through our minds, 
each of us grasping at that from which its miracles emerge. Once 
defined it would become lifeless and cease to satisfy our human 
need for this so powerful symbol. 


half past Autumn 


o you know what time it is? Go outside 
after dusk this evening. Get away from 
the glare of the city lights. Look up 
at the big clock in the sky. To the 
north, you will see that the Great 
Bear has just come down to wash his 
paws in the northern lakes before they 
are sealed in by winter's ice. To the 
east the Pleiades have returned; ina 
few days mighty Orion will appear in the same posi- 
tion. Cygnus, the swan, is flying high, close to the 
zenith. V-flights of honking geese are arrowing 
across the sky toward the southern horizon. Look to 
the southwest, Aquila, the Eagle, is still in flight 
but sinking, night after night, toward the earth. 


Feel the cool November breeze. Listen to the 
leaves rustle and swirl. This is when the deliberate 
oaks finally concede to the season. All of the other 
trees here in the northeast have passed their bril- 
liant climax: the soft maples reddened, the birches 
and poplars turned yellow, the hard maples goldened 
weeks ago. Now these early trees are almost leaf- 
bare. Oaks will not be hurried. They grow slowly. 
In spring they open bud and spread leaves last. They 
come late to colour in the autumn, as though waiting 
for their impulsive neighbours to end their Libran 
pomp and pageant. Now, welcoming the Sun into Scor- 
pio, the oaks put on their deep crimsons, their 
luminous purples, and their bronze and russet tans, 
those strong, deep colours that remind us of the 
earth and its fundamental rocks. Their leaves will 
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still be red and brown 
and rustling on the 
branch when snow whit- 
ens the woods. Through- 
out November they will 
be colourful sentinels 
on the hillsides, chal- 
lenging the rush of 
time. 


Scorpio to the early 
Americans was the month 
of the Beaver Moon: 
long, chilly nights of 
glittering stars and 
restless, whispery 
leaves. The gutters and 
roadsides now are almost as brilliant as were the 
trees themselves weeks ago. It is the final act of 
autumn's colourful pageant. The countryside and city 
parks are festive, rustling, restless, raggedly 
beautiful. The color will fade as the leaves go back 
whence they came, to the earth. They have had their 
season in the sun, and this colourful phase is but a 
moment in the life of a tree. It is the old, old cy- 
cle, forever repeated, earth to earth. 


HALLOWE "EN 

This is the holy season when the barriers be- 
tween this world and the next are down, the dead 
return from the grave, gods and strangers from the 
Underworld walk abroad in the land. It is a time 
that is not a time, on a day that is not a day, 
between the worlds, and beyond. 


It is also a time of beginnings, with all the 
dangers and protective rituals that belong to begin- 
nings. Among the Celts the year began at the feast 
of Samhain (say it as Sow-ain, and remember the 
pig). This was the great festival which marked the 
end of both summer and the final harvest, the day 
on which winter and the new year started together. 
It was regarded as the most perilous joint of the 
year. On it, commencing on the Eve, which coincides 
with our Hallowe'en, the dead were honoured, divina- 
tion was practised to see what the coming year would 
bring, harvest-end ceremonies were performed, games 
were played, and ritual fires were kindled upon 
hill-tops and open spaces for the purification of 
on and the land, and to defeat the powers of 
evil. 


Christianity sanctified the old pagan season, 
called it Vigil and the Feast of All Saints, but has 
been unable to extinguish the Hallowe'en fires in 
the British Isles. They continue to blaze only now 
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they burn five days later, on November 5th, Guy 
Fawkes Day. 


The true element of the festival today in Brit- 
ain is fire. On the night of November 5th the sky is 
bright with fireworks everywhere. Bonfires, large 
and small, blaze in private gardens, in back 
streets, on waste lands at the edge of towns, on 
village greens and high upon the sacred hill-tops. 


Unlike those of Beltane (May-day), which were 
lit at dawn, the Hallow-fires and their modern Guy 
Fawkes successor are lighted at dusk=for luck, for 
the staining (the blessing) of the fields and of 
ourselves against the spirits, especially against 
the Hwch Ddu Gwta, the tail-less Black Sow, and 
most certainly, for the sake of fun and merriment 


Hallowe'en parties nowadays involve dressing-up 
and games. It was similar in olden times. People 
bobbed for apples, roasted nuts in the fire. The ap- 
ples promised eternal youth; the coiling apple peel 
cast over a maid's shoulder will predict the initial 
letter of a new love; hazel nuts, gathered from 
above the sacred pool in which the magical salmon 
swims, offer wisdom; chestnuts, splitting and spit- 
ting on the hearth, tell of what is to be. 


CORN-DOLLIES 

Every year from the Stone Age to the present, 
farming communities in the British Isles have woven 
an idol (dolly) using the vital stuff of the commun- 
ity's life — wheat straws. 
The same farmer who culti- 
vates his land with trac- 
tors, monitors market trends 
by television and keeps tax 
records in a computer memory 
sees nothing incongruous in 
making corn dollies each au- 
tumn with the last stalks of 
wheat harvested from his 
fields. His bones rather 
than his brains tell him 
that if he didn't, there 
might not be a good harvest 
next year. 


The corn-dolly repre- 
sents the Earth-Mother, the 
Great Goddess, in her trans- 
formation from Great Provi- 
der to Great Devourer, 
Mother-turning-to-Hag. The 
three transformations of the 
Goddess are Maid (Kore), 
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Mother (Demeter) and Hag (Hecate), these relate to 
the waxing, full and waning phases of the Moon. 


Our ancestors believed that their crops were 
made to grow by a spirit that dwelled in their 
fields. As the crops were harvested, the spirit re- 
treated into the plants that remained. If those, 
too, were cut and consumed, the spirit would be gone 
and the fields would not come alive again. Rather, 
it had to be captured in the last stalks, shaped 
into a figure and returned to the earth with next 
year's planting. 


Typically, the corn dolly, the Hag's symbol, is 
made from the last sheaf by the person who cuts it, 
he being "doomed to poverty and death for want of 
energy". The man who brought home the last load of 
grain was accordingly called Winter. It was be- 
lieved right into the 18th century that "death 
would fall on the man and his stock who had the 
Kern-Doll". Yet the chosen victim accepted his fate 
with dignity. 


After the Dolly had been made the farmers each 
danced with her in turn, circled within the local 
henge, jogged in procession with her across the 
countryside and finally hung her over the hearth in 
the house of he who shall care for her. 


Today in upstate New York, apple farmers en- 
sure a final apple remains on the tree after the 
harvest. It is considered unlucky to pick that ulti- 
mate fruit that contains the spirit of the tree. 


PERSEPHONE —who was known also as Kore, the maid— 
was conceived by Zeus on Demeter, the Cretan god- 
dess of agriculture and the fruitful soil. The maid 
was playing in a meadow when she spied a glorious 
plant with a hundred blossoms spreading its fra- 
grance all about. 
When she went to 
pluck it the earth 
gaped and Pluto, 
lord of the under- 
world, appeared and 
carried her down to 
Hades, the land of 
the dead, where she 
became his queen. 
Evidence of preci- 
sely where this oc- 
cured was lost due 
to the later tramp- 
ling of the ground 
by a herd of wild 
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pigs--Hwch Ddu Gwta and her brood. 


Demeter wandered the earth for nine days sear- 
ching for her daughter, then she cursed the earth 
to bear no fruit until Persephone was released. No 
matter how deeply the soil was ploughed or how many 
seeds were planted in the brown furrows, nothing 
came up from the parched and crumbling soil. The 
fields lay bare and fallow. Mankind would have 
perished from hunger had not Zeus commanded Pluto to 
release Persephone. She had, however, eaten a seed 
of the pomegranate in the world below and, asa 
consequence, ever after has to spend one-third of 
each year with Pluto in Hades. She returns back to 
our world as the level of the underground water 
tables start to rise, on Lady Day, Candlemas, when 
the Sun is in the sign of the water-carrier Aqua- 
rius, and the first smells of Spring are in the air. 


NEW GUINEA 

The autumnal change of season has been cele- 
brated by man all across the world and through the 
centuries. In New Guinea, right into the present 
century, this was the time that boys' puberty rites 
were concluded. The rites ended in a sexual orgy of 
several days and nights, during which all in the 
village except the initiates made free with every- 
body else, amid the tumult of mythological chants 
and drum beats. On the final night a fine young 
qaes painted, oiled and ceremonially costumed was 
ed into the dancing ground and made to lie beneath 
a platform of very heavy logs. With her, in open 
view of the festival, the initiates coupled, one 
after another; when the last youth was unsuspect- 
ingly embracing her, priests jerked away the sup- 
ports of the logs above and the platform dropped, 
to a prodigious boom of drums. A hideous howl went 
up and the dead girl and boy were dragged from the 
logs, cut up, roasted and eaten. 


There is an interdependence of death and sex. 
This is stated as clearly in the greek myth of Per- 
sephone as it is in the New Guinea cannibalism story 
Reproduction without death would be a calamity, as 
would death without reproduction. Death and sex can 
be said to be complementary aspects of the same 
state of being. It is necessary to kill—kill and 
eat—to continue this state of being, which is that 
of man and all life on earth. Every day we must 
kill, to maintain life. We kill animals and we har- 
vest, and so kill, plants. 


All of us will, in the end, become food for 
other beings. Our death is inherent in our life. Es- 
pecially now, as the Sun, Mercury and Moon (unusual- 
ly without Venus this year) join Saturn and Pluto in 
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Scorpio, we have to pay attention to the trees and 
the other members of the plant world, note how they 
are linked to the Moon, which also dies and is 
resurrected and moreover influences, for reasons 
ai a mysterious to the biologist, the cycle of the 
womb . 


MEXICO 

The goddess Tlalteutli was walk- 
ing alone upon the face of the primor- 
dial waters—a great and wonderful 
maiden, with eyes and jaws at every 
joint that could see and bite like 
animals—she was spied by Quetzalcoatl 
(Venus as morning star) and Tezcatli- 
poca (Venus as evening star). Decid- 
ing they should create the world from 
her, the two primary gods transformed 
themselves into mighty serpents and 
came at her from either side. One 
seized her from the right hand to the 
left foot, the other from the left 
3 hand to the right foot, and together 
they <4 eee her asunder. From the 
| parts they fashioned not only the 
; earth and heavens, but mankind also. 
And then to comfort the goddess for 
what liad happened to her, all the gods came down 
and, paying her obeisance, commanded that there 
should come from her all the fruits that men require 
for their life. From her hair they then made trees, 
flowers, and grass; from her eyes springs, foun- 
tains, and the little caves; from her mouth rivers 
and the great caves; from her nose valleys, and fro 
her shoulders mountains. But the goddess wept all 
night, for she had a craving to consume human 
hearts. She would not be quiet until they were 
brought to her. Nor would she bear fruit until she 

had been drenched with human blood. 
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MARTINMAS 

The nine days that Demeter wandered searching 
for Persephone take us from her descent into Hades 
at Hallowe'en to the other important November festi- 
val. This is clear from the old Scots rhyme that was 
sung round the hill-top bonfires on October 31st. 


"This is Hallaevan 

The Morn is Halladay, 
Nine free nights till Martinmas 
An' sune they'll wear away." 


Martinmas falls on November llth. It was some- 
times called St.Martin-in-the-Winter to distin- 
guish it from the Feast of the Translation of 
St.Martin on July 4th. On this day the Germanic 


HALF-PAST AUTUMN 


tribes celebrated their new year and start-of-winter 
festival. Throughout northern Europe it was a day 
for paying debts, for festive eating and drinking, a 
day when thanks were given and the dead were remem- 
bered. From time immemorial, certainly back to the 
great neolithic oxen 
festivals that are 
still remembered so 
vividly in Spain, it 


was the custom to 
slaughter large num- 
bers of cattle and 


other beasts’on this 
day. There was a sim- 
Sale economic reason 
or doing this, before 
modern farming methods 
were known it was not 
possible to maintain 
all of the beasts 
throughout the winter 
and therefore the ma- 
jority were killed 
Ofer. Most of the 
meat went into winter 
stores, but some was 
eaten fresh at the Martinmas feast. The Roman Vina- 
lia, a feast honouring Bacchus the god of wine, 
fell on this day. With the calender change to New 
Style, which added ten days to Old Style dates, 
this annual feasting continues with the same solar 

dating here in North America. 
We call it Thanksgiving. 


There were other reasons for the slaughtering 
of the beasts and feasting besides the purely prac- 
tical ones. It was considered essential that blood 
should be shed at Martinmas. If it was not done, 
in northern Europe as in Aztec-America, the follow- 
ing twelve months would be unlucky and the harvest 
would be poor, 


Don't tell the I.R.S. but Martinmas is really 
the best time to collect the money people owe you 
(the blood-shedding reminded me). For many cen- 
turies throughout Europe this was an important day 
for the payment of rents and the beginning and 
ending of tenancies and contracts. On it servants 
packed their possessions and left to find new em- 
ployment. 


After 1918, Martinmas took ona new signifi- 
cance as Armistice or Veterans Day, the anniversary 
of the ending of the First World War at 11 AM on the 
llth day of the 11th month. The millions who died in 
that and subsequent wars are remembered at Martinmas 
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just as for countless centuries previously the newly 
dead of the past year were feasted and bade farewell 
by the pagans of northern Europe. 


HALF-PAST AUTUMN 
The Sun is in Scorpio. 
This is Pluto's zodiac territory. 
Now, do you know what time it is? 


The November winds will blow away and dispose 
all rot and decay, they spare only that which con- 
tains life and can blossom again next Spring. This 
is when man must justify himself, the time of judge- 
ment=—-was the past year productive or a petty empti- 
ness? Are there in the harvest seeds germinating for 
a new task, or is this an end without further devel- 
opment? This is the time just before winter begins 
when the opposites meet, when the decisive battles 
are fought. Winter is approaching. Time always moves 
forward, it never deviates. It never reverses it- 
self, although the movement can stop. If it grows 
weak, it simply ceases, but as long as it moves, the 
movement is forward. In the I-Ching this is the time 
of Ch'ien, the three undivided lines of the Crea- 
tive, the trigram before K'an, the Abysmal. Now we 
sacrifice to the old gods. We pay our debts. Work is 
done, the harvest has been gathered, the Kern-doll 
hung above th hearth; we give thanks. Now we can 
battle with the God within, and consider the core of 
the issue. Even if despair and despondency make 
everything seem useless, we can nonetheless assert 
ourselves against these voices. When the time comes, 
let it be beneath the heavy logs. For this is the 
time of Scorpio. 
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MUNDANE LOOK-ALIKES (1) 


(In this series we will bring you examples of similar events 
with similar horoscopes. The point is not to indulge in the "I- 
could-have-told-you-so" type of mundane astrology, but to encour- 
age astrologers to follow world events with a stock of family 
resemblances in mind. If you have a favourite mundane look-alike 
pair, we would be delighted to hear from you and share it with 
our readers = The Editors) 


fire over the seas 


»}} he maps shown here belong to two distur- 

i] bing, indeed extremely danger-laden, 
| incidents. The second one is that of the 
crash of Korean Air Lines flight 007 
somewhere in the southern Tatar Strait, 
apparently after being struck by a roc- 
ket fired from a Soviet SU-15 aircraft. 
As of the time of writing this (early 
October) that disaster is still making 
head-lines. 


The first map is for the aerial combat which 
occurred two years ago over the Gulf of Sirte 
(claimed by Libya as territorial water) between 
Fl4s from the U.S. carrier Nimitz and Libyan 
SU-22s. 


rl 
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MARS AND NEPTUNE HOLD THE WORLD IN THEIR HANDS AS 
THE MOON LOOKS DOWN IN TERROR 


Map A: 


Mortal combat 
betwen the U.S. 
and Libyan air 
forces over the 
Gulf of Sirte, 


01:20 UT, 
19th August 1981. 


MAP B: 

The Korean 
Air Lines 
Massacre, 


18:38 UT. 
31st August 1983 


PZ 
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Two of the Soviet-built Libyan fighters were shot 
down. Although the Korean Air Lines incident aroused 
horror and indignation in larger amounts — invol- 
ving as it did the death of 269 civilians — the 
Libyan incident was probably more of a threat to 
peace, such as it is. It was a purely military 
confrontation, and the two statesmen principally 
concerned were not at their best during the 24 hours 
following the event. It appeared that the U.S. Navy 
had been sent into the area with no purpose other 
than to test Libyan reactions. President Reagan is 
reported to have said: "They'll wake me up if we're 
shot down; if it's them shot down, why bother?" He 
had been sleeping in California when it happened, 
and the staff had not thought it worthwhile to in- 
terrupt his rest. Colonel Qadhalfi is reported to 
have said: "I shall defend the Gulf even if it means 
bilateral war with the United States, or a Third 
World War." The Gulf of Sirte has been considered an 
open part of the Mediterranean for centuries. 


Data are:- 


Map A. 01:20 UT, 19th August 1981; 31N24 18E45 
(time from news media). 


Map B. 18:38 UT, 31st August 1983; 46N30 140E00 
(time from the U.S. State Department, said 
to be when the echo of the falling airliner 
was lost by Soviet radar). 


Geographic co-ordinates are necessarily approximate 


The two maps are so alike that comments can 
almost be dispensed with. In both cases: 


1. The Sup and eight planets are grouped together 
within 90° or less from the IC. 


2. Mars and Neptune are the two extremes of the 
group of planets. 


3. Mars is in the same sign as the Ascendant. 


4. The Moon is high overhead (more than 50° of 
altitude in both maps) and moving towards culmin- 
ation. 


5. The Sun and Uranus are in square. 


6. The Moon occupies a position in azimuth which is 
very close to the position, of a malefic in the 
zodiac (in map A, Moon at 22°-11' of the IXth house 
and Neptune 22-09' of Sagittarius; in map B, Moon at 
4~°08' of the VIIIth house and Saturn at 0~37' of 
Scorpio - see "Horoscopes in Azimuth" in this issue 
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for an explanation of Azimuth house positions). 


7. There is — assuming the data to be close to 
exactness — a Mars-Neptune-MC picture. In the 
Sirte map this is the MC on the direct Mars-Neptune 
midpoint (orb 2'). In the Tatar Strait map this is 
a dissonant triangle with Mars squaring the MC and 
Neptune in sesquiquadrate to both: it is therefore 
Neptune which lies on the midpoint (orb 2', again). 
When the Tatar Strait map is converted to azimuth, 
however, the relative distances of the planets 
change so that the MC is now on the Mars-Neptune 
midpoint as in the Sirte chart. (Azimuth in the 
Tatar map: Ne tyne 16°02', Mars 163°19', MC by 
definition 270~00'.) 


I hesitated before going to Ebertin to see if 
he gave interesting characterizations of these mid- 
points. It isn't quite good form to quote from a 
classical textbook, but Ebertin's dalineaticne 
have the advantage of being old and available to 
everyone; whoever uses them can't be accused of 
fudging. 


For Neptune = Mars/MC, more applicable to the 
Tatar Strait event, he writes: "A person who is in- 
capable of becoming independent,...unable to gain 
recognition, a lack of power to succeed in life... 
Making the wrong arrangements." 


Perhaps it is not quite what Ebertin meant, 
but the Korean Air Lines pilot was certainly unable 
to gain recognition from his Soviet escort. Astrol- 
ogical pReer pera tions often gain in accuracy when 
they are read literally, don't they? 


In a Mars-Neptune aspect, of course, it is 
sometimes Mars that prevails — as in these maps, 
where Mars is both rising and leading a train of 

‘planets At such moments Neptune seizes the nearest 
weapon at hand and thrashes out — Neptune the weak- 
ling, the masochist, the mystic for whom life and 
death are illusions; nothing can restrain such a 
warrior! 
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POSTSCRIPT 
(written 15th October 1983.) 


Since this article was written the crazy times have contin- 
ued. Iran and Iraq threaten to turn off the world's oil. Nicara- 
gua's oil was turned off, or burned off, in guerrilla attacks 
that caused the evacuation of an entire city. A large part of 
the South Korean government was blown up while attending a memor- 
ial ceremony in a cemetery. Despite the Plutonian odour of the 
last event, the present madness is owed not to Pluto alone but 
1) to the increasing compactness of the planetary group, and 
2) to its being led by Mars, in diurnal motion, for most of the 
later part of the year. Pluto's entry into Scorpio does not have 
a peaceful mundane horoscope around it. Maximum tension will be 
reached on 31st December, when all the planets will be inside an 
ecliptic arc of 74°46'. Not before February can we begin to 
breathe again — until next Autumn, when the concentration of 
planets recurs. 


A time to watch will be 15th November 1983, when there is a 
close T-cross with the containing planets Mars and Neptune in 
quadrature and the Moon opposite Mars. Several, though fortun- 
ately not all, of the Sirte-Tatar features can be found in the 
horoscope for 20:50 UT on that day, near the Arctic Circle bet- 
ween Iceland and Norway: a part of the world I have always ima- 
gined to be governed by Mars and Neptune anyway. Let us pray 
there are no would-be Berserkers at that time and place. 


aavertisenent, ~~ a=. 
EARTHLY HOROSCOPES 
Your horoscope or a friend's 
displayed on hand-painted earthenware 
plates. Off-white, Laurentian sand glaze 
with blue and brown symbols 
--name and birth data-- 
in English, French or Spanish. 
Approx. diameter 9.5" 
$40, shipping and handling included. 
ANNE BURR POTTERY, 
La Macaza, Quebec, 
Canada, JOT 1RO 
Quebec customers only: order C.0.D. from 
Libraire Athenor, 
3979 St Denis, 
Montreal H2W 2M4 


Please allow six weeks for delivery. 


PS 
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contest 


}ere are four maps. Two belong to women 
1 born on 6th February 1946 — Catherine 
McGarrigle of the McGarrigle Sisters, 
SJ}and the illustrator and painter Anna 
2 Vojtech. The two others are dummies 
drawn up for different times on the same 
day, just to make things hard for you. 


Participants will choose which two charts be- 
long to the right women and send their entries to 
CONSIDERATIONS, P.O. Box 73, La Macaza, Quebec JOT 
1RO, Canada. The winner will be the contestant who 
has picked the right horoscopes and given the best 
reasons for his or her choice. CONSIDERATIONS is 
under no obligation to pick a winner, but we will 
publish a summary of the different approaches em- 
ployed by contest entrants in a forthcoming issue. 
The first and only prize shall be a year's subscrip- 
tion to CONSIDERATIONS, to be given to whomsoever 
the contest winner determines. 


Anna and Catherine McGarrigle, of whom Cath- 
erine is the younger and the most forward, have 
turned out song albums over the past eight years at 
what seems like a snail's pace but each of which, 
according to the New York Times, "defies anything 
else in pop and folk music". They were born and 
remain in Quebec, and while their music has been 
compared with Appalachian and Irish folk music it 
displays no urge to be anything other than Quebec- 
ois. Their professional attitude was called "per- 
versely casual" by one critic. They are more faith- 
ful to family and friends than to professional 
greed; musicians who accompanied them in their local 
coffee-house days still play on their albums. 


After their early years as folk musicians there 
was a pause, beginning in the late 1960s, when the 
sisters stopped singing. Catherine had studied 
engineering and computer science at McGill Univer- 
sity and was thinking of pursuing one of these 
respectable disciplines. Music soon reclaimed her. 


The McGarrigles' first record as sisters was 
released in January 1976. They have made successful 
appearances on both sides of the Atlantic, including 
a sell-out performance at Carnegie Hall on 2nd Feb- 
ruary 1980. 
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Anna Vojtech was born in Czechoslovakia. Al- 
though she lived in Belgium and Germany in 1968 and 
1969, she did not think of leaving her native coun- 
try at the time; but she came to this continent in 
March 1971, “against my feelings" as she later con- 
fided, to accompany her husband. She still feels 
more European than North American. 


Unlike Catherine McGarrigle, Anna Vojtech 
never pursued any higher studies outside her art. 
However she did not discover her true vocation, 
which was painting northeastern American plants from 
life, until her early thirties. She is now becoming 
a recognized master of this genre which, although it 
is essentially conservative, gives her the freedom 
to produce forms which are almost hallucinatory in 
their clarity and balance. She has had exhibitions 
at the Montreal Botanical Gardens (December 1981) 
and the Boston Athenaeum (September 1982), and will 
have one at the Peabody Museum in Salem, Massachu- 
setts, from December 1983 to June 1984. She is 
planning a book. 


Anna also etches and carves, makes puppets for 
private children's shows, and plays the recorder. 


Catherine McGarrigle married a man in her pro- 
fession and had one son. The marriage broke up. Anna 
Vojtech married a man not at all related to her 
profession and had two sons. The marriage continues. 


Catherine McGarrigle speaks English and French 
fluently; her lyrics can strike you as naive or 
witty bordering on sarcasm, depending on how you 
feel. Anna Vojtech speaks Czech, German and Eng- 
lish; she tends towards gentle humour rather than 
wit, but this may be the result of a lack of confi- 
dence in English. 


DETAILS OF hi HOROSCOPES 


Charts: "au c" “pu 
Sun Aq: 16°51! 16°53' 17°07! 17°08! 
Moon Ar: go15' goal! 11955! 12°12! 
Mercury Aq: 1 ba SF 13518' 1342! 13,44! 
Venus Aq: 17°58! 18°00! 18°17' 18919! 
Mars Cn: 15°41'R 15941'R 15938'R 15538'R 
MC 299Sc 85Vg 285Aq 125Sg 
Asc 28 Cp 28 Sc 6 Cn 23 Aq 
X1(Campanus ) 9°39 2"b 18 pi 23 39 
XII 235S9 255 Lb 2ola 105Cp 
II 159Ar 29°Sq 298cn 10Ta 
III 16°Ta 8°Aq 15°Le 28°Ta 


Jupiter Lb: 27°20" Saturn Cn: 19%30'R Uranus Gm: 13°30'R 
Neptune Lb: 8°25'R Pluto Le: 10°30'R Node Gm: 27~34' 
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Horoscopes in Azimuth 


AXEL HARVEY: 


AJor over ten years I have been drawing 
clockwise horoscopes—that is to Say, 
Mlwith the Zodiac going in the usual 
“”|direction but with the houses proceeding 
Ma|widdershins as in Figure l. 


The reasons for placing houses this 
way, contrary to zodiacal movement and 
to the habits of the profession, did not 
all come to me at once. Perhaps the best way to 
introduce the subject to readers is to retrace the 
steps I followed as I gradually developed my tech- 
niques. 


Traditional houses are a riddle to anyone who 
stops to think about them. No sooner has the Sun 
risen than it is in the twelfth house, having just 
crossed the cusp of the first. In the following 24 
hours it will cross all the other cusps in reverse 
order, entering each house through the back door. 
Yet the circle of houses is supposed to be a local 
image of the great circle of the Zodiac. Why, then, 
is it so peculiarly arranged? 


The question must have occured to thousands of 
young astrologers, whose teachers serenely answered, 
"Ah, yes, a typical beginner's question—the stars 
go westwards in hourly motion and eastwards in zodi- 
acal motion, and there's nothing we can do about 
zt. 


However, I felt there was something to be done 
about it. I tried various combinations of house 
numbering, of placing each house behind or ahead of 
its cusp, and of assigning starting points. The 
scheme I settled on had the upper meridian as cusp 
X, like most systems, but the tenth house lay clock- 
wise from its cusp; then followed cusp XI and so on. 
Hence Figure l. 


This sort of map had two advantages. 


First, the planets now proceeded from one house 
to the next in rational order, and entered each 
house by the cusp of that house. Diurnal movement 
thus resembled zodiacal movement more closely, so 
that the ancient analogy between signs and houses 
began to make more sense. 
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Figure 1. 


Secondly — and this must be the decisive point 
whenever anyone talks about houses — it worked bet- 
ter. Even thought I applied the most literal, old- 
fashioned interpretations to the houses, those in- 
terpretations gave better results with the houses in 
their new places. 


You will have noticed that I took the Vertex, 
rather than the Descendant, as cusp of the first 
house. Originally I made this choice on aesthetic 
grounds. Edward Johndro, Charles Jayne and others 
had studied the prime vertical and found that its 
western branch (the Vertex proper) was more sensi- 
tive and important than its opposite (the so-called 
Electrical Ascendant or Antivertex). Now if I were 
to choose the horizon to define my cusps I and VII, 
the first cusp (Descendant) would end up being sec- 
ondary to the seventh (Ascendant); but if I chose 
the prime vertical then the first (Vertex) would be 
more powerful than the seventh (Antivertex) — and 
this certainly seemed to be the more proper arrange- 
ment. It should be added that the Ascendant contin- 
ues to be a major point in the new system: but it is 
no longer a cusp and moves around in houses V, VI, 
VII and VIII. 


As it turns out there are more rigorous reasons 
for preferring the Vertex as Cusp I; we shall return 
to this issue at the end of this article. 


21 


CONSIDERATIONS 


Since the Ascendant is no longer a cusp, I 
could not take just any popular house system and 
number it backwards. However, the Vertex is always 
90° from the meridian as measured along the horizon; 
therefore it seemed natural to use a house system 
where the cusps were all 30° apart in azimuth ("azi- 
muth", a term familiar to sailors, simply means 
"distance measured along the horizon"). Such a 
system of houses must be the simplest of all to 
demonstrate in the field. Stand up and face due 
south. Raise your arm overhead and lower it until it 
points straight before you, and you have drawn the 
upper meridian: cusp X. Now swing your arm towards a 
point 30° to the right and move it straight up and 
down again from that point: you have drawn cusp XI. 
Go another 30” to the right and make the same ges- 
ture: there is cusp XII. Do this gnce more: by now 
you have moved your arm thrice 30°, or one quarter- 
circle, from the meridian and you are drawing the 
prime vertical in the West — cusp I. And so on 
around the horizon. 


The Azimuth houses must be older than the con- 
stellations. You have just repeated the gestures 
which would come naturally to a prehistoric queen 
dividing a berry patch between clan houses, or to a 
shaman dividing a hunting territory between twelve 
villages. 


The mathematically-minded will turn to the 
Appendix at the end of this article for information 
about calculating the longitude of Azimuth cusps and 
related matters. Now let us look at an example. 


Figure 2 is the same as Figure 1 except that it 
is drawn with Campanus houses. It is the horoscope 
of an event: a marriage between an American woman 
and a refugee from Eastern Europe which occured on 
13th May 1978 at 9:45 UT in Rotterdam, 51N55 4E27. 


Take the Campanus map first. There certainly 
are enough indications of trouble, beginning with 
the rising Mars closely square to Uranus. Odds are 
in favour of rapid combustion. The Jupiter-square- 
Node and prominent Saturn are further warnings that 
something is not right with this union. As for the 
Venus-Neptune opposition, it may mean nothing worse 
than misguided quixotism. But what is the matter? 


In fact this was never intended to be a real 
marriage. It was a sort of business deal designed to 
help the young man emigrate to the United States, 
and was dissolved at the earliest convenient occa- 
sion. (In the end our groom did not go to the United 
States, so there is no danger to the parties invol- 
ved in my publishing this data.) 


The word "intended" should be stressed because 
intentions are just what the Azimuth map is good at 
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Figure 2. 


revealing. Go back to Figure 1. The first-house 
Neptune tells us at once that deception is the 
principle here. Motives, intentions, and conscious- 
ly held values are the domain of the Vertex — which 
is what allows us to say that this particular event 
was a deliberate piece of play-acting. 


There is more to it than a first-house Neptune, 
however. But before going on we must cover a little 
more astronomy. 


The cusps in Figure 1 are merely the places 
where the Zodiac is intersected by Azimuth cusps; 
the map is otherwise no different from any map drawn 
in the plane of the ecliptic. 


Now we have seen that Azimuth cusps are verti- 
cal lines drawn, 30~ apart, at right angles to the 
birthplace horizon. It follows that if we were to 

roject the whole let hdes Sol onto the plane of the 
orizon, instead of the Ecliptic, we would have an 
equal-house map! 


Figure 3 on the next page is yet another way of 
looking at the same horoscope. This is a panorama 
map, Similar to the panorama views which photogra- 
phers make of entire cities or very large graduating 
classes. The horizontal line passing through the 
centre of the diagram is—what else?—the horizon: 
everything above it is overhead, everything below it 
is under the earth. 
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Figure 3 
A PANORAMA HOROSCOPE 
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Instead of being a cross-section of the celes- 
tial sphere like a regular map, this is a cylindri- 
cal projection. Imagine the diagram cut out, and the 
left and right-hand edge glued together. Then an 
insect hovering at the centre of the resulting cyl- 
inder and looking at the vertical line marked 
"South" would be seeing more or less what we would 
see if we stood at the birthplace looking south. 
Every vertical line is an Azimuth cusp. 


Now suppose we wanted to mark off 360° not 
along the Zodiac, but along the horizon. That would 
give us an azimuth reference circle, of course, and 
if we were doing this for astronomical or navigati- 
onal purposes we might adopt one of the conventions 
observed by astronomers and yachtsmen for dealing 
with azimuth. But since we already have a starting 
point chosen for reasons of our_own, the Vertex, we 
May as well let this point be 0° and continue count 


Figure 3. A PANORAMA HOROSCOPE. 

This is a cylindrical projection (similar to a Mercator map, 
but showing the inside of the celestial sphere) of the horoscope 
in Figure 1. The horizontal line is the horizon and the vertical 
lines at 30° intervals are Azimuth cusps. Houses are numbered 
with Roman numerals next to their cusps, and under the house 
numbers are degree labels corresponding to the astrological azi- 
muth of the cusps. Thus cusp XI has an astrological azimuth, of 
300°, just as the cusp of Aquarius has a longitude of 300°. A 
reader looking at the centre of the diagram has the same view, 
theoretically, as an observer standing on the horizon and looking 
due south. 


The solid curve is the celestial equator. The vertical lines 
marked "EAST" and "WEST" are two sides of the prime vertical, 
which intersects the equator and the horizon at the eastern and 
western points of the horizon. The dashed curve is the ecliptic. 
The ticks crossing the ecliptic are the cusps of the tropical 
signs, whose symbols appear close to each cusp. Planets are rep- 
resented by asterisks and are identified along the bottom of the 
diagram. Angles (AS,MC and VX) are represented by circles sur- 
rounding the appropriate points on the ecliptic. 


This projection shows how traditional circular maps can be 
misleading. Although the zodiacal lgngi tudes of Pluto and the 
IC differ by 9°, Pluto is less than 2° from the lower meridian: 
the discrepancy is caused by the planet's very high latitude 
(about 17.5" North). Also Mars is not under the horizon but right 
on it (being less than one arc minute from the geometric hori- 
zon), again because of its latitude. This is not an extreme 
example: there are many cases where a zodiacal map will show a 
planet in the wrong house. This error is corrected by maps like 
the one in Figure 4, onto which cusps and planets are both pro- 
jected according to the same rule. There are other cases where 
the zodiacal and azimuth map will show two or even three planets 
in a different order: these "switches" are not errors, however, 
but result from differences in angle of map projection. 
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ing in the same direction that we numbered tke 
hoyses. That would make the second house begin at 
30°, the third house at 60~, and so on. Then by 
drawing a plumb-line through a planet, we could see 
at exactly what degree of azimuth it stood and 
therefore exactly how far into its house it was 
situated. 


Thus Figure 3 shows the Sun just a little to 
the right of the middle of the §ighth housg¢. In 
fact the Sun's azimuth is 225~46', or 15 46° of 
house VIII. Somewhat farther to the right, Mercury 
is in the ninth hous¢ but approaching the MC; its 
azimuth is around 264~ or 24> of house IX. 


(Since this kind of azimuth has a different 
starting-point from astronomical or nautical azi- 
muth, I call it “astrological azimuth" to avoid 
confusion.) 


Well, panorama maps are educational but they 
are hard to interpret and even harder to draw. It is 
more sensible to draw the circle of the horizon in 
the same way thsat one draws traditional horoscopes, 
but placing each planet in its correct degree of 
astrological azimuth. The result (Figure 4) is yet 
another way of looking at Figures 1, 2 and 3. Only 
this time the whole map—not just the house cusps— 
is counted clockwise. 


Figure 4 
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Figure 4 is the true Azimuth map, while Figure 1 
is a Zodiac map with Azimuth cusps. I started to 
use true Azimuth maps a few years ago after I had 
been using Azimuth cusps, my original motive having 
been curiosity. How instructive they turned out to 
be! 


See for instance how much figure 4 says about 
our short-lived marriage. When a map is translated 
from the Zodiac to Azimuth, relative positions are 
altered. Planets around the horizon tend to bunch 
together while those near the meridian spread apart. 
Bodies with a high north or south latitude, such as 
the Moon and Pluto, sometimes turn up in surprising 
places. 


Thus Pluto is much closer to the lower meridian 
than was apparent from the traditional map. Further- 
more it has lost its steadying aspect with Neptune. 
An unsupported Pluto, lord of the third house (part- 
nerships) on cusp IV, hence square to the Vertex, 
strongly suggests a contract designed to terminate 
itself. Uranus very near cusp III reinforces this 
impression; and, by the way, the Mars-Uranus square 
is still with us in Azimuth, just as precise as it 
was in the Zodiac. 


Mercury and Jupiter, on the other hand, have 
shifted into a square aspect. This is the major 
difference between the two maps. Note that both of 
these planets lie in accidental debility, in each 
other's natural house. 


In other words: Mercury the Thief is elevated 
above (pulls a fast one on) Jupiter the Lawmaker. 
The Azimuth map looks decidedly less respectable 
than the Zodiac map-—especially than the Zodiac map 
with Campanus houses. 


A FEW APHORISMS 

There is no room in an introductory article to 
discuss all the fine points of interpreting Azimuth 
maps. The following notes are a rough-and-ready 
guide for astrologers who wish to try Azimuth horo- 
scopes but fear the confusion which can arise from 
the simultaneous use of two maps. 


1. The Ascendant governs personality — that is to 
say, how we appear to reasonably acute and compas- 
sionate observers. It also indicates our uncon- 
scious goals — the values we adhere to even if we 
never think about them, and to which we will remain 
loyal even in the most difficult times (and even if 
we don't realize we are doing so). 


2. The Vertex answers the question, "Who do you 
think you are?" It also corresponds to our will — 
that is to pi the choices we make with;open eyes 
== and the values we adopt consciously. Whether or 
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(divine spirit) and the cross (matter)"*; while "the 
symbol of Saturn is the cross of matter placed over 
the crescent of the soul."** As we shall see, such 
views require a faithful leap over a great deal of 
evidence. Other writers are more imaginative. Manly 
P. Hall saw in@B "two spermatozoa twisted togeth- 
er", in "a corruption of the first letter of the 
Greek word for lion", and in Q@p "a conventionali- 
zation of an eagle with outstretched wings and the 
first letter of the Greek name Zeus."* Hall's fanta- 
sy often takes us closer to the facts than we might 
suspect from his rambling style. But it is not 
unlike that of the naive literalist school exempli- 
fied by a recent American writer who stated, without 
obvious irony, that Scorpio's symbol is an M and 
stands for money! 


Of all such conjectures, the most persistent is 
the one that says the characters are derived from 
Egyptian hieroglyphs. The Egyptian hypothesis is 
based on three points: 


1. The resemblance of the character to an 
Egyptian hieroglyph. 


2. The close parallel between (a) the idea 
expressed by the hieroglyph and (b) the princi- 
ple of the corresponding planet or Zodiacal 
sign, or at least some traditional astrological 
lore about the planet or sign. 


3. The presence of astrological symbols related 
to hieroglyphs in the Dendorah Zodiac (carved 
in Graeco-Roman Egypt early in the first cen- 
tury A.D.) 


Now let it be said once and for all that we 
don't know where the characters came from: resem- 
blance and coincidence do not add up to proof. 
However it is a worthwhile exercise to suspend one's 
belief long enough to pass all the characters in 
review, comparing them with whatever hieroglyphs 
ror, plausibly related. We shall ask questions 

ater. 


THE ZODIAC 


ARIES. No obvious ancestor of our W has turned up 
in Egypt, although the hieroglyph ‘pt rnpt, meaning 
the beginning of the year, is suggestive. It con- 
sists of 'p, "forepart", "top", drawn as a pair of 
steerhorns, and rnp, "young shoot", "year", drawn as 


a 


3. Manly P. Hall, Astrological Keywords, Los Angeles, 
Philosophical Research Society, 1958, pp.73-75. 
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NOTE ON THE ILLUSTRATIONS 


In all the figures the following method of identifying the 
manuscript or printed source of the character is adopted: 


wnhr' An approximate transliteration accompanies 
each hieroglyph. 


500 Byzantine horoscope L497 from Otto Neugebauer and 
H.B. Van Hoesen, Greek Horoscopes (Philadelphia, 
Am.Philos. Soc., 1959), last decade of the fifth 
century A.D. 


1400 Late 13th-century Spanishmanuscript in the 
Osler Library, McGill University (Bibliotheca 
Osleriana 7513) ascribed to one Abraham, probably 
a converted Jew, showing familiarity with Arab 
astrology. 


1490 Venetian incunables. The two sources used, 
with virtually identical characters, were: 


1. Opusculum repertorii prognosticon 
in mutationes aeris..., Ratoldt, 1485. 


2. The Ephemerides of Regiomontanus, 1492. 


M The letter M indicates a character found ina 
marginal note in one of the above sources, written 
in a hand other than the main copyist's if the 
source is a manuscript. 


The characters in the incunables, when not shown, may be 
assumed to be identical to conventional modern characters. 


a young blade of grass or fern. The year referred to 
here is the Egyptian one beginning when the Nile 
floods dried up, and so can have no direct connec-— 
tion with Aries. Nevertheless the broad pair of 
horns — if that is what it is — of a late 14th 
century Aries character bears more resemblance to 
the steerhorns of 'pt rnpt than to our modern ram's 
horns. (Figure 1. See the above inset for a key to 
all the figures.) 
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Of all the Aries characters shown, the one that 
most resembles the head and horns of a ram is the 
late fifth-century form. It may be that the mediae- 
val version is a corruption of this one, the origi- 
nal curling end of the ram's horns having become 
conventional little balls. 


Kips aN. eh 


‘pt zenpt 500 1400M 


In connection with this it is interesting to 
note the 1400 version of the character for the North 
Node. In the Middle Ages the nodes faced what we 
would call the wrong direction, the North Node's 
glyph being concave upwards. This form is obvious- 

y related to the contemporary Aries character 
(which is natural enough, as the North Node is a 
sort of relative "first point of Aries" for the Moon 
with respect to the ecliptic). We may tentatively 
say, therefore, that if the 1400 Aries character is 

a corruption of the Byzantine one then 
the Node characters were adopted after 
the change in the Aries glyph was com- 
plete. 


In any case the persistence of horns as 
symbols of beginning is evident. 


1400M 
(Node) 
TI TAURUS. There are only so 
\ ) many ways to draw the head 
of a bovine, so all res- 
emblances here are meaning- 


less. Figure 2 shows ‘h, 

"h 500 "bull", and a fifth-century 

character not easily related 

to the hieroglyph or to 
anything else. 


GEMINI. The hieroglyph htr, 
"friendship", certainly looks like 
our icon for the Twins. It also 
resembles very closely the figure 
(royal siblings?) used for Gemini 
in the main Dendorah Zodiac. In 
fact this is one of the few hiero- 
glyphs which we know were used to 
represent a constellation, and 
which seems related to our 


32 


GLYPHS 


present-day symbolism.* Mediaeval manuscripts some- 
times have a character like our = sign; but the 
familiar modern form has been in use for at least 
five centuries. (Figures 3 and 3A) 


as a 


aoe 
—, 


Figure 3: 
htr 500 1400M 


CANCER. Various explanations have been offered for 
the dual nature of the 9 character. The two croco- 
diles of the Egyptian hnti, "prince", provide as 
seductive an answer as any—the more so as Byzantine 
and mediaeval manuscripts show Cancer with two 
straight strokes. These straight lines persisted 
even into the first Reseed books; but the curved 
form appeared alongside the straight, as can be seen 
from the original Cancer sign penned in the Osler 
copy of the Prognosticon. (Figure 4.) This is almost 
inevitable when we have an astrologer in a hurry, as 
you will discover if you try to imitate the straight 

esign: it is as if some astrologers were trying to 
preserve the traditional straight form while others 
drew a more natural round one. 


Figure 4: 
orm om 
> ae PS, 
pale ex) —_O 
Yee 7 a 
hnti 500 1400M 1490 1490M 


A hieroglyph for the title of prince would be a 
reasonable symbol for the sign immediately preceed- 
ing the royal one of the Lion. This prosaic connec-— 
tion is confirmed by the association of crocodile, 
lion and Sun in some Hellenistic amulets, on which 
Helios is shown riding on a lion which in turn 
strides on a crocodile. These belong to a class of 
amulets displaying a Sun-god, mounted on his beast, 
striding over a third figure: 


a 


* Rupert Gleadow, The Origin of the Zodiac, London, 
Jonathan Cape, 1968, figure 22. 
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Sometimes the person riding the lionisa 
child with radiate head, and in cases where 
the lion is thus ridden it usually walks on 
a prostrate figure.... The prostrate figure 
would seem to be the representation of 
evil, ... as in the designs where the cava- 
lier kills her [sic] or the snake with his 
spear, for sometimes the lion appears with 
the cavalier, or on the reverse, trampling 
the prostrate woman and the snake.... When 
Helios rides a lion which is on a crocodile 
the symbolism seems to be the same. * 


These violent Pec iog are consistent with the symbol- 
set king-lion-child as representing both the depen- 
dence on, and the will to repudiate, the Moon- 
mother-whore whose own ambiguous association with 
the lion is well established.** To return to astro- 
logical terms: the crocodile is an aspect of Ra the 
maternal sign Cancer—particularly that aspect out 
of which Leo, the royal child, grows and from which 
he seeks to detach himself. 


Leo. A hieroglyph for Ra, "Sun (god)" recommends 
itself as the most plausible source of the modern 
Leo character. At least one 14th-century form seems 
related. Between them stands the Byzantine version 
which is somewhat different, and could not come from 
the hieroglyph. (Figure 5.) 


COL ie Oz 


Ra 500 1400M 


Figure 5: 


VIRGO. The modernJI is somewhat mysterious. No 
doubt it was once a figure too complicated to turn 
easily into a stylized design — see the history of 
Scorpio further on. The 14th-century manuscript 
indicates that there was an earlier complex symbol. 
But where is it? The Byzantine character looks thor- 
oughly modern in its simplicity. (Figure 6.) 


*, Erwin R. Goodenough, Jewish Symbols in the Greco-Roman 
Period: VII - Pagan Symbols in Judaism, 
New York, Pantheon, 1958, p. 36. 


**, For introduction to the dialectic of the king-lion-child 


and the Noble Whore see C.G.Jung, Mysterium Conjunctionis, 
New York, Pantheon, 1963, section IV, "Rex and Regina". 
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Figure 6: 


500 1400M 1490M 


LIBRA. Many writers have stated that~© represents 
the Sun on the Western horizon, symbolizing the 
sinking of the Light of Day after the Fall Equinox. 
I am happy to report that they are right: Libra's 
character is the 1490M one about which we are the 
most certain. Figure 7 shows the hieroglyph khwt, 
"horizon". (The same figure without the solar circle 
is tw, “mountains".) The Dendorah Zodiac shows the 
heiroglyph—with a figure seated inside the solar 
dish—surmounted by the Graeco-Roman symbol of the 
Scales (Figure 7A). The connection is thus certain 
at least from the first century A.D. As for the 
current modern form of the glyph, it is universal 
and unvarying since Byzantine times. 


Figure 7: 


khwt 
Figure 7A 


SCORPIO. The hieroglyph srq meant a scorpion. But 
aside from its most distinctive trait, the tail, the 
relationship with® is not convincing. When we 
compare it with one’of the 1400 versions, however, 
it becomes apparent how a relatively detailed pic- 
ture of an arthropod could turn gradually into the 
modern squiggle-and-swoop. this is the natural fate 
of any written form which is too complicated at the 
outset; plain lines and circles tend to survive with 
1400M the least alteration. 


Figure 8: srq 1400M 1400M 
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The fifth-century design seems to be a simpli- 
fication that has taken a different course. The 
body is drawn even more carelessly than in our 
modern version. On the other hand there is the 
small loop at the end of the tail—a survival of the 
stinger clearly drawn in the hieroglyph. (Figure 8.) 


Of course it is possible that these characters 
do not all come from a hieroglyph. They may come 
from independent attempts to sketch a scorpion. One 
thing is certain: the notion that this symbol isa 
form of the letter M deserves no serious consider- 
ation. 


Nor, I believe, does the idea suggested by 
Gleadow that the character comes from the hieroglyph 
for a snake.* The Byzantine and mediaeval forms are 
too clearly scorpion-like. 


SAGITTARIUS. The same caution must be applied here 
as for Taurus: there are only so many ways to draw 
an arrow. I can find no hieroglyphic arrow which 
makes a more suitable Sagittarius symbol than any 
other. European variations have been interesting; 
note that the first printed design was vertical 


Figure 9: 
500 1400M 1490 1490M 


CAPRICORN. Again, no hieroglyphic candidate showed 
up. The fifth-century version is elegant but, for 
some reason, this design became increasingly hard to 
draw for mediaeval astrologers. The Venetian prin- 
ters used a very handsome character — a Sea-goat 
drawn with the utmost economy— which ought to be 
revived (Figure 10). 


Figure 10: 
500 1400M 1490M 1490 
= Gleadow, Figure 22 
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AQUARIUS. The hieroglyph mw 


meant water, and was used as the VN 

sign for Aquarius according to WUYWV 

Gleadow.* (Figure 11.) WA 
Figure 11 


PISCES. I can find no hint of an Egyptian ancestor 
for subsequent fish (Figure 12). 


ee oe Gam 


500 1400M 1490 1490M 
Figure 12: 


THE PLANETS 


SUN. The circle-and-dot was Ra, "Sun (god)" or hrw, 
"day", and was used as a grammatical ace tidearees 
in words denoting divisions of time. The Byzantine 
and mediaeval symbol for the Sun was quite differ- 
ent: a small circle emitting a cone of light—some- 
times upwards, sometimes aslant upwards or down- 
wards. (Figure 13.) 


Se eee 2 ee eee 


Ra 500 1400 


MOON. I am showing a'h, "Moon", to indicate that it 
is not connected with our character. The familiar 


has been universal since the fifth century. (Figure 
14.) 


ai 4 


Figure 14: 


:¥ Ibid 
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1400 1400M 1490 


Figure 15: 
500 


MERCURY and VENUS. These have no obvious Egyptian 
relatives. The top parts of these characters have 
been stable since Byzantine times, but the bottoms 
have had curious mutations. These were originally 
hooks rather than crosses—the Byzantine Mercury 
suggests a small animal with ears and tail. 


Figure 16: 


khkh 500 


MARS. Again, no hieroglyph. The mediaeval design 
would be mistaken for Sagittarius by a modern reader 


(Figure 17). 


500 1400 1400M 
Figure 17: 


JUPITER. Possibly appropriate is teshr, "the Red 
Crown of the North". But a Greek origin is more 
reasonable to suppose: the Byzantine character seems 
to be a barred capital zeta and could indeed stand 
for Zeus. Subsequent versions do not point toa 
uniform trend (Figure 18). 


Figure 18: 
teshr 500 1400 1400M 1490 


SATURN. The hieroglyph m', "sickle", is surely rele- 
vant. The Byzantine character looks like a miniscule 
Roman h —which is impossible— and so does the in- 
cunable design. But these characters always have 
their straight handles pointing upwards, like the 
hieroglyph (compare this with the variable orienta- 
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Figure: 19 


h h 5 


m' 500 1400M 1490 


tion of the Sagittarius or Mars character). Also, 
since the intervening mediaeval character had the 
familiar descending stroke, it is likely that the 
Venetian typefounder merely shortened his Saturn in 
order to avoid a descender—whether for aesthetic or 
mechanical reasons I cannot tell. 


Saturn is the last planet known to the an- 
cients: let us now call on its powers of strictness 
and realism. The Saturn character provides a good 
example of graphic evolution, and of the pitfalls of 
deriving occult meanings from conventional signs. 
Spiritualistic astrologers have preferred the symbol 
(A) to the more traditional (B) interpreting it as 
the cross of matter dominating the crescent of human 


» : ‘ 


(A) (B) (C) (D) 


However, the stroke at the top of the vertical stem 
was always a natural calligraphic tick —vjust like 
the one at the top of our lower-case 'd' or '1'. 
This tick-serif (ch became a flat serif (D) in the 
Saturn character of Ratoldt and other Venetian prin- 
ters between 1485 and 1500; both sorts of serif 
appear in Venetian printing during this period. As 
for the final corruption of the serif, namely its 
dropping down to form a cross, this did not occur 
until around 1600. It was merely another example of 
a technology (in this case printing with lead types) 
helping people forget how things were done by hand 
(in this case a scribe's hand). 


Similar remarks could be made about the Mercury 
and Venus characters, which had hooked tails origi- 
nally instead of crosses: so much for "the cross of 
matter". 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 77 
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EARTH MYSTERIES 
AN INTRODUCTION TO RECENT THEORIES 


Henge 


NOAH O'DHANIEL——— 


Today's astrologer, with printed ephemerides or personal 
computer, knows to within seconds of arc the position of the Sun, 
the Moon and the other celestial bodies. With this incredibly 
exact data we dare only tentative, generalized predictions. Back 
in the long-ago past, before writing was invented, men we disdain 
as Savages used the relations between the heavenly bodies in ways 
we can scarcely grasp today. This article introduces you to just 
a few of these impossibilities. 


We will begin with the known: a mysterious 
remnant of the past that we know of because it is 
there, but about which we know, really know, pre- 
cious little. 


—3) TONEHENGE 

4 Nothing in the whole world is quite like 
fit. Carbon-14 dating in 1975 found 
J Stonehenge to pre-date Crete and the 
\ Aegean civilization. It is the contempo- 
rary of the oldest of the Egyptian pyra- 
mids, the Step pyramid at Saggara near 
Memphis, designed by Imhotep for King 
Zosar, which was previously believed to be the old- 
est stone monument in the world. 


Stonehenge is old. The main ditch was dug in 
2810 BC. 


Coming on it from a distance, across the deso- 
late and windy, chalk grasslands of the Salisbury 
Plain in southern England, on which the British army 
so righteously manoeuver their tanks, the ring of 
grey stones appears tiny. Closer to, however, the 
huge size and millenium-old, weather-beaten scars 
of the upright stones cause one to shiver. Many of 
the stones still stand, lintels resting on them to 
form archways, where they were first erected over 
4,000 years ago. 


Stonehenge is the center of a wide field of 
important burial mounds, 350 within two and a half 
miles. Within many of these mounds there have been 
found skeletons buried with bronze daggers, axes, 
and personal ornaments of sheet gold, bone, amber, 
fine glazed pottery and polished stone. It was ob- 
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viously a sacred place. No interment has, however, 
been found within the circle of the henge itself. 


HENGE SYMBOLISM 

Local custom assumes the inner horseshoe of 
stones represent a symbolic vulva. At sunrise on 
the longest day crowds assemble to observe the sha- 
dow of the Hele-stone penetrate this — the rising 
Sun symbolically fecundates the circle for the com-— 
ing year. This explanation, while colourful, is 
conirary to astrological understanding. Midsummer 
is not truly a time of beginnings. Instead, as the 
culmination of the year, it is- the time of the 
first warning of the sun's future death; the length 
of the day will henceforth shorten. The harvest is 
growing high in the fields. Reaping is the next 
event in the cycle; not sowing. 


The opposite point to sunrise on the longest 
day is where sunset will fall on the shortest day, 
at the Winter Solstice. If the now fallen central 
stone of the bluestone horseshoe were of the same 
height as its neighbours, the setting sun at the 
Winter Solstice would have appeared exactly over it, 
framed by the stones of the great trilithon. In no 
temple or cathedral does one enter by the door and 
then turn around back to the entrance to face the 
chief point of worship. The entrance to Stonehenge 
is clearly from the north-east; if the point of the 
sun's rising is the most holy view, one has to turn 
one's back upon the horseshoe altar at the south- 
west in order to view it. If, instead, the great 
annual occasion at Stonehenge occured at the other 
turning point of the year, at the Winter Solstice, 
then the setting sun, on the day of its symbolic 
death, will have appeared framed in the great tri- 
lithon, over the altar. Three days after the Winter 
Solstice, Christmas, the day is first observed to 
lengthen. December 25th is now and it always has 
been, whether as Yule or as Christmas, the time to 
celebrate the victory of light over darkness. 
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long barrow considered one of Europe's outstanding 
megalithic structures, in which the remains of more 
than forty persons were discovered some thirty years 
ago — and Avebury, the biggest henge of all. 


Avebury covers twenty-eight acres, contains a 
modern town, and was undoubtably the most important 
temple in the whole British Isles. It differs from 
Stonehenge, not only by its immense size, but by 
its enourmous stones being placed alternately in two 
basic shapes — tall with vertical sides, and broad 
diamond-shaped. These two shapes symbolize the 
male-positive and female-negative principles. 


The immensity of Stonehenge, Silbury and Ave- 
bury staggers our imaginations. Just what fertility 
cult or eclipse prediction could have demanded so 
much effort? To discover what these and the other 
stones, circles and mounds may be all about, we have 
to refer to some unusual ideas currently receiving 
attention. These come from an unexpected source: 
from dowsers. These ideas are especially relevant to 
astrologers. 


LEY LINES 

In old saxon the word '‘'ley' means ‘a glade 
or clearing’. For our purposes, however, it means a 
straight, sighted track that connects several an- 
cient or prehistoric sites. This new meaning to a 
very old word was coined sixty years ago by a pio- 
neering vere ae her, Alfred Watkins (born 27th 
January 1855 at 52NO5 02W44). On June 30, 1921 he 
was riding across the Herefordshire hills in the 
west of England. He pulled up his horse to look 
over the landscape below and "became aware of a 
network of lines, standing out like glowing wires 
all over the surface of the country, intersecting 
at the sites of churches, old stones and other 
spots of traditional sanctity." Alfred Watkins 
suggested that leys marked ancient tracks but was 
not absolutely certain this was the true explan- 
ation. He subsequently noted that beacon hills 
could be identified as the terminal points in these 
ley alignments. 
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The publication of Watkins' revelation provoked 
a violent controversy and much ill-natured abuse. 
The concept was not at all pleasing to the archae- 
ologists of the day. The diffusionist theory, which 
maintains that all culture and civilization came out 
of the "fertile crescent" of the Tigris and Eu- 
phrates was, and is now, the established fact; it 
proves that the life of the early Briton was "soli- 
tary, poor, nasty, brutish and short". 


In the diffusionist view the first properly 
surveyed and engineered roads in Britain were those 
of the Romans; the only roads prior to that had been 
wir.ding tracks; Watkins' leys had to be absurd for 
they imply the need for a complex culture and tech- 
nical ability in prehistoric Britain. The late 
Gerald Gardner, in his fascinating pagan history, 
tells that, in 1537, when the Roman church was 
quarreling with Henry VIII, Polydore Virgil was 
employed to discredit the existence of any civiliza- 
tion in Britain prior to the Roman Conquest. He was 
such an excellent propagandist that only now are we 
beginning to rediscover the truth. 


The understanding of a ley is deceptively sim- 
ple. Obtain a large scale map (a1:50,000 scale is 
probably the minimum size) a transparent straight- 
edge and a pencil. Then find at least five ancient 
sites aligned along a straight ten mile line. Check 
your discovery in the field. 


In 1974 John Michell studied 53 megalithic 
sites in Cornwall, at the western tip of England. 
He found 22 alignments "of rifle-barrel accuracy" 
between the pre ic sites. A later independent 
computer validation of this work came up with 49 
alignments, quoting 160-to-1 odds for those of 
three points or more. 


Watkins states that "the sunrise alignments 
at Stonehenge are identical with long-distance leys 
is far more probable that two of these were preex- 
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isting and decided the site, than that Stonehenge 
was the primary fact, with all the radiating leys 
for such a long distance decided by its site" 


BEACON HILLS 

Huge bonfires were lighted on particular hills 
in the British Isles at eight astronomical dates 
during the year, determined by the declination of 
the Sun. Each beacon blaze was visible from another; 
the signal to ignite spreading by relay until the 
whole land was a glowing, celebratory series of 
flares. The ritual continued until the middle of the 
nineteenth century. Ethnologists have linked the 
ceremonies with the Druids, and the Beacon Fires 
were taken to be a representation of the druidic 
Celtic Sun-god, Beltane. 


Fires were lighted across the country on the 
night of Midsummer's eve, Midwinter, and the Spring 
and Fall equinox. They were also lighted when the 
Sun had a declination of 16~ 3', north or south, the 
Sun then being located at about fifteen degrees of 
each of the four fixed signs of the tropical zodiac. 
The year was therefore divided into eight equal 
portions, each of forty-five solar degrees. These 
divisions are very close to the solar alignment 
dates found in the megalithic structures throughout 
Britain and in northern France, which predate the 
Celtic Druid by several thousands of years and sug- 
gest the Beltane Fires are a custom that has been 
handed down from pre-history. 


Date Sun in Modern name Traditional 

Feb 5 15 Aqu Candlemas Imbolc 

Mar 21 O Ari Spring equinox Eostar 

May 6 15 Tau May-day Beltane 
Jun 21 O Can Midsummer Litha 

Aug 8 15 Leo Lammas Lughnasadh 
Sep 23 O Lib Fall equinox Mabon 

Nov 7 15 Sco Martinmas Samhain 
Dec 21 O Cap Christmas Yule 


Calendar changes tend to have muddled the tra- 
ditional dates for the sun in 15~ of the fixed 
signs; Imbolc is related to February 2; Beltane to 
May 1; Lughnasadh to August 1; Samhain to October 
31. The dates given in the Table are, however, 
astronomically correct. 


DOWSING 


; In the 1930s dowsers in both England and France 
discovered, independently of each other, that 
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water-lines, the under- 

ground water-bearing 

courses, intersect be- 

neath many types of an- 

cient sacred sites: not 

just the obvious ones, 

like holy wells, but 

barrows,standing stones, 

stone circles and dol- 

mens. Erect standing 

stones stand directly 

above the intersection 

of two underground 

streams. Tilted stones 

are not directly above such intersections, but lean 
towards them from a few feet away. Barrows and 
tumuli are centered on knots, or blind-springs, of 
these water-lines. All agree there is a definite 
connection between prehistoric sacred sites and 
underground water. 


An electrical engineer tells me that water 
moving through a tunnel of earth, and articularly 
clay, can create a static electric field. Two 
streams crossing, even at different levels, will 
increase the field. A stone placed over the point of 
junction will then act as an amplifier. 


In 1965 it was discovered that two or more 
"streams" cross over each other at different levels 
directly beneath the high altar of every pre-refor- 
mation church investigated. 


The water-lines may not in themselves indicate 
real water, but it is agreed that they do at least 
tally with something "real" underground. They 
have been called "lines of electro-magnetic equipo- 
tential". 


POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE ENERGY 

The usual way of picking up relative polarities 
or "charges" when dowsing is to use a pendulum in 
one hand, and rest the other hand on what is being 
tested. Tom Graves explains "the pendulum is neutral 
when it is swinging backwards and forwards in an 
even oscillation ...a clockwise gyration of the 
pendulum is positive, and anti-clockwise is nega- 
tive." 


Altars tested are almost all positive. The 
exceptions were many Lady Chapel altars. 


ENERGY OF THE CIRCLES 

In 1975 a significant distortion in the local 
geo-magnetic field was found around a standing stone 
in South Wales. The normal strength of the geomag- 
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netic field in that area has the value of about half 
a gauss; the maximum deviation expected was no more 
than a few hundredths of a gauss. Around the stone 
the local field more than doubled in strength. 


A current issue of New Scientist (XCVII. 1340) 
reports that at the Rollright Stones in Oxfordshire 
a seven-ring spiral pattern is associated with the 
circle's magnetic intensity. In separate trials a 
dowser and a magnetometer agreed on the pattern of 
Magnetic intensity within the circle. A number of 
ley lines emanating from the circle's center were 
detected. The seven-ring spiral broadened as it 
moved outward until it left the circle by the "“eas- 
tern gate". 


Earlier Tom Graves at 
Rollright in 1973, using 
angle dowsing rods had 
also discovered "concen- 
tric rings of alternating 
charge... The rods crossed 
on passing through the 
line of stones, opened out 
again further towards the 
centre of the circle, and 
repeated this ‘opening 
and closing’ to give seven 
concentric circles around 
it the centre". 
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ENERGY ON STANDING STONES 
In the same way that there tend to be concen- 
trations of "charge" at various points on a site, 
there tend also to be concentrations at specific 
oints on the structures of these sites. On the 
outh Wales stone, and on others, these concentra- 
tions show as narrow bands of double-strength geo- 
magnetic fields running horizontally across the 
stone at various heights upon it. There are seven of 
these bands on most standing stones. 


All seven bands are, researchers say, “saactap= 
ping points into a spiral release of some kind of 
eer that moves up and down the stone, following 
the lunar cycle. The cycle appears to control the 
release of this energy in a sine-wave form, the 
zero-points of the cycle occuring on the sixth day 
after the New and Full Moon". 


It has been suggested that the spiral feeds 
energy from the ground to the sky during one half of 
the monthly cycle, and feeds from the sky to the 
ground during the other half. 
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This coincides with the struc- 
ture of the Celtic calendar des- 
cribed by a first-century bronze 
tablet found at Coligny in France 
and also by Pliny when describing 
the Druids: "...they gather very 
devoutly and with many ceremonies 
when the moon is just six days old, 
for upon that day they begin their 
months and new years". The month 
was divided into two fourteen (fort- 
night) periods. 


Faced with Pliny or the Coligny 
tablet, astrologers will tend tec 
question if this sixth ag | after the 
New Moon should be taken literally or interpreted as 
the sixth day after first visibility, which is seven 
days after the actual syzygy, coinciding with the 
Moon at its first quarter. By analogy to the solar 
and diurnal cycles, 0° Capricorn to 0° Aries and IC 
to Ascendant, we would have tended to have reinter- 
preted the sixth day as the seventh from our we- 
know-better position. This writer considers himself 
very prone to this disease. The measurable fluctua- 
tions of the energy bands on the standing stones, 
which repeat themselves with very exact timing every 
month and fortnight, always six days after new or 
full Moon, however, prove that in this instance the 
method of symbolic analogy, so beloved by modern 
astrologers, would fail the objective test. We be- 
lieve this to be a most salutory example, one we 
plan to take to heart. 


CIRCLE AS CYCLOTRON 

At Rollright, Tom Graves tells us "...each time 
we crossed the line of stones with angle rods, the 
rods reacted in a way that implied there was some 
kind of energy jumping from stone to stone around 
the perimeter of the circle, moving in a sun-wise 
direction...this energy was just ‘'spinning' round 
and exiting at two gates". (This may explain the 
ovoid shape of many stone circles)"... the line of 
energy became double at these two points, one mo- 
ving round the circle as usual, but the other part 
apparently vite a off at a tangent to the circle” 
fined a straight line that Alfred Watkins, and the 
members of his ridiculed Old Straight Track Club of 
the 1920's, had previously defined as a ley. 


With his pendulum Graves tested the stone be- 
side one of these Rollright gates and the result was 
instant migraine. He concluded that "the circle 
resembles a cyclotron: some kind of energy, possibly 
derived from the blind spring at the centre of the 
circle, and implied by the concentric halos round 
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the centre, 
spread outward 
from the centre, 
and was collec- 
ted at the peri- 
meter of the 
circle, to be 
stored there by 
‘spinning’ the 
energy from 
stone to stone. 
By inserting a small amount of energy into one of 
the 'gate-latch' stones — which is what I had 
done, in testing the stone — the relevant gate was 
opened, releasing all of the stored energy in one 
go: and that was what had flattened us in its pas- 
sing: a massive pulse of energy". 


EARTH ENERGY 

Is it possible that the ley lines mark (or did 
once mark) an energy current which flows through the 
earth, and that the various points along a ley, the 
standing stones, stone circles, etc. were crucial in 
the build-up, storage and dispersal of this manipu- 
lation of power and energy? This theory is entirely 
alien to present-day knowledge of pre-historic man. 
It presupposes skills which are entirely lost and 
forgotten today. It does, however, explain why con- 
structions of huge stone were used at Stonehenge and 
elsewhere: stone, especially the Prescelly bluestone 
that contains high levels of quartz, possesses qua- 
lities suitable for the storage and transmission of 
yomen that are absent from the more easily handled 
wood. 


Modern users of Britain's stone circles, those 
who still celebrate the pagan festivals, tell me 
that a certain magical current commences at the 
equinox or solstice, reaches its peak at the fol- 
lowing sabbat, the day when the Sun is next at 15° 
of the fixed sign, and then declines until the next 
station of the Sun, when a new magical tide commen- 
ces. Thus the tide set in motion at the Spring equi- 
nox me at the Beltane festival on May Day, then 
slowly ebbs until the Summer solstice, when a new 
impulse commences. 


Janet and Colin Bord have suggested that the 
priest-astrologer of megalithic times "..by accur- 
ately plotting the positions and relationships in 
the heavens of the Sun, Moon, planets, and stars, 
could calculate the optimum time to capture and 
store the inflow of cosmic energies and the most 
favourable time for these energies to be released." 
If this should be so, then the stone circles were 
four mutually compatible things: 
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Ws Astronomical calculators, 


2. Generators of terrestrial 
energy, 

Se Storage batteries for both 
cosmic and terrestrial 
energies, 

4. Radiating devicesto 


broadcast these energies 
across the land (possibly 
through the ley system). 


Straight lines do not occur in nature. Are 
the leys artificial? Chinese geomancy states that 
straight lines produce malign influences and cause 
the "vital breath" of the Earth to dissipate rapid- 
ly. Were the alignment of standing stones, circles 
of stones, and earth mounds used to increase and 
accelerate the flow of energy, thereby bestowing 
great immediate benefit, regardless of the long- 
term consequences? What was the nature of the energy 
involved? Is it the orgone energy that Wilhelm 
Reich rediscovered? For what purpose was it used? Do 
we have here the direct ancestor of today's nuclear 
power stations that generate energy for today and 
radioactive waste for tomorrow? 


All evidence from the remote past points to the 
inescapable conclusion that the earth's natural 
magnetism was not only known to men some thousands 
of years ago, but that it provided a source of en- 
ergy and inspiration to which the whole civilization 
was tuned. 
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DATA, etcetera 


ALFRED BESSETTE, better known as Brother Andre, 
founded the shrine in Montreal now visited by 
3,000,000 tourists and Catholic pilgrims each year. 
The sixth of eleven children, he lost his father at 
9 and his mother at 12. He remained illiterate and 
worked as a handyman until he became a servant in 
the Congregation of the Holy Cross (1870). He star- 
ted building the cabin-b ured shrine on Mount Royal 
in November 1904. The second half of his life was 
devoted to healing. Hundreds of cures, for which he 
used the oil and medal of St. Joseph, are recorded: 
hundreds more are reported to have occurred at the 
shrine in the years following his death (6th January 
1937). The present basilica on the site of the 
little shrine, now higher above sea level than any 
other structure in Montreal, was built in stages: 
cornerstone, 31st August 1924; dome completed, 1937. 
A glass case containing Brother Andre's embalmed 
heart was stolen from the basilica on 16th March 
1973 and recovered 21st December 1974. He was bea- 
tified 23rd May 1982. 


Data: 
13:00 LMT, 9th August 1845, 
St-Gregoire-le-Grand, Quebec, 45N20 73W10. 


Source: the date is public knowledge; the hour has 
circulated among Quebec astrologers and may be spe- 
culative. 


HUGH MACLENNAN, Canada's most distinguished novel- 
ist, was trained to be a classical historian. A 
Rhodes scholarship and doctorate at Princeton led to 
the publication of Oxyrhynchus:an Economic and So- 
cial Study (1935) and to teaching jobs. Fiction came 
later: Barometer Rising (1941), Two Solitudes(1945), 
The Watch That Ends the Night (1959), The Return of 
the Sphinx (1967) and Voices in Time (1981). 


Data: 
21:00 UT, 20th March 1907, 
Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, 46N12 59W57. 


Source: Hugh MacLennan, personal communication. 


The Silvery Moon Again 

The business section of the Montreal Gazette of 24th 
September 1983 quotes an anonymous bank executive 
who says that complaints about banking service in- 
crease around the Full Moon. 
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SOLIDARITY. 
The foundation of the independent Polish labour 
movement: 


16:46 UT, 31st August 1980, 
Gdansk (Danzig), 54N20 18E40. 


Source: December 1982 Bulletin of the Institute for 
the Study of Cycles in World Affairs 


LEBANON. (all 33N53, 35E30) 


(1) Israeli air force begin the bombardment of 
Beirut (first shot in Lebanon war): 


15:20 UT, 4th June 1982, 
(2) U.S. Marines arrive in Beirut: 
05:00 UT, 25th August 1982, 
(3) Bomb explosion killing Bashir Gemayel 
14:08 UT, 14th September 1982 
(4) Inauguration of Amin Gemayel 
09:50 UT, 23rd September 1982 
Source of items (1) - (4): the December 1982 
Bulletin of the Institute for the Study of Cycles in 
World Affairs 
(5) Exploding truck rams U.S. Marine HQ at Beirut 
airport, killing 240 marines and wounding many 
otherts. 
08:20 UT, 23rd October 1983. 
Source: News media 
(Note: at this time the Moon was opposing the 
ea he [39°56" of azimuth arc] grouping of the 
other planets.) 
GRENADA 
U.S. Marines invade. 
10:00 UT. 25th October 1983. (second landing 
at other end of the island at 10:36 UT) 
12NO02, 61W27 
Source: News media 
We Forecast: With snow on the way, residents of Florida may 


expect flurries of relatives and friends drifting up to five ata 
time. 
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Rediscovery: ihe 
SIprewesry 


——— KEN GILLMAN——— 


he Septenary is the-simplest method 
known to us for predicting and under- 
standing the sequence of events in a 
qj) life. It is also an excellent tool for 
. understanding how the different horosco- 
we | Neeetds| Dic components operate in relation to 
% AGG? 
pyPe BAS: each other. 


Although you are unlikely to find any reference 
to the technique within any of the astrological 
text-books currently being published, this method is 
not at all a new one. It is, for example, refered 
to in the "Anthology" of Vettius Valens, written in 
imperial Rome between 154 and 174 A.D., and also in 
the "Matheseos Libri VIII" of the Sicilian astrolo- 
ger Julius Firmicus Maternus, written nearly two 
hundred years later. But no reference to it there- 
after has been found. The technique has now been 
rediscovered. 


METHOD: STEP ONE 

The Septenary method is as follows: First 
calculate the natal horoscope relating the planets 
at the moment of birth to the degree on the Ascen- 
dant. Next, note the sequence of successive risings 
of the seven personal planets, by oblique ascension, 
that will occur following the birth. 


Uranus, Neptune, Pluto and any of the bodies 
hypothesized by different modern schools are not 
used. 


The natal horoscope is a snap-shot — the birth 
moment one of pause, the primal augenblick — that 
freezes, stills the continuous movement of time and 
the coincident motion of the Earth, the revolving 
planets and expanding universes, for just the brief- 
est of split moments. It portrays the relationship 
between a single location on the Earth with the 
planets at the moment of a new birth. At this unique 
moment the newly-born is exposed to an intensely 
indelible impression of the relative positions of 
the planets, from a geocentric viewpoint. Immediate- 
ly thereafter movement continues, the universe will 
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expand yet further, providing room for its latest 
inhabitant, the Earth will continue her diurnal 
rotation and each of the seven primary bodies will 
in turn rise in the eastern sky. As each comes in 
sequence to the surface, it will take over the 
direction, the pattern of growth and the colouring 
of the life of this newly born, each for a period 
lasting seven years. 


Any body within five degrees of the Ascendant 
at birth should be considered as yet to rise. A body 
in this position will invariably be the first body 
to rise after birth. 


Mohandas K. Gandhi * Chart A: NATAL 


War 
In the horoscope of Mohandas K. Gandhi above, 


the seven personal planets rose after birth in the 
following sequence: 


Mercury, Venus, Mars, Saturn, Jupiter, Moon, 
and lastly the Sun. 


* GANDHI: 02:15 UT, 2nd October 1869. 21N38, 69E37. 
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Mercury was the first planet to rise after 
Gandhi's birth. It did so less than an hour after he 
was born, at which time the ascending degree had 
moved through the last decanate of Libra and had, as 
it were, lifted the Scorpionic Mercury up into the 
eastern sky. Mercury therefore, by definition, 
directed the first seven years of Gandhi's life. 


Shortly after Mercury was brought into the 
daylight, the rotation of the Earth caused the next 
planet, Venus, to rise. Venus therefore became the 
ruler of Gandhi's second Septenary, the seven years 
that ended when he reached the age of fourteen. 


In a similar fashion, Mars, the third planet to 
rise after Gandhi's birth, can be said to have 
coloured the period of seven years that ended when 
he reached the age of twentyone. 


And so on: Saturn appeared next, the fourth in 
sequence, then Jupiter, then the Moon, and finally 
the body that had risen just prior to Gandhi's 
birth, the Sun, appeared in the eastern sky some 
oyea -earee hours after the moment of Gandhi's 

irth. 


METHOD: STEP TWO 

The initial year of each set of seven is en- 
tirely of the nature, defined in terms of its zodiac 
position, original house location and aspects, of 
the planetary ruler of the Septenary period. This 
year, the first of each of the seven, will invaria- 
bly be one of new beginnings, stimulated by and of 
the nature of the newly rising planet. Often this 
will occur at a level below the personal conscious- 
ness, and it is only much later that the impetus for 
a change of life direction can be seen to have 
occured during this initial year. 


The second year of each set of seven can be 
described in terms of the ruling planet of the 
Septenary coming, by direction, to the natal posi- 
tion of the first body it meets after rising above 
the Ascendant, going in a clockwise position around 
the natal chart. 


The Septenary ruler has now been brought, by 
diurnal rotation, from below the Earth out into full 
public view, first at the horizon and now lifted yet 
further until it comes to the position of the planet 
that was the last to rise prior to the present 
rising of the Septenary ruler. 


The example of Gandhi will make this clearer. 


His first year of life was characterized by Mercury 
rising in the east, and his second year by Mercury, 
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rising higher in the sky, coming to the position of 
the natal Sun. 


The new impulse of the previous year that was 
triggered by the rising of Gandhi's Mercury into 
view, is now further expressed and directed as Mer- 
cury moves on to stimulate the position of his Lib- 
ran Sun. The second year of Gandhi's life can 
therefore be described in terms of the directed 
Mercury coming to the conjunction of his natal Sun. 


Similarly, the twenty-third year of Gandhi's 
life, which was the second year of his fourth seven- 
year period, was typified by the ruler of the fourth 
Septenary, Saturn, the fourth body to rise after 
birth, coming to the position of his natal Mars, the 
first natal planet Saturn met after rising. Note 
that Mars had been the ruler of the Gandhi's pre- 
vious Septenary, his third. In this example the new 
Septenary ruler, Saturn, encountered the plaee ery 
stimulus of the previous seven-year period. Such an 
encounter, the new ruler meeting the ruler of the 
previous Septenary, will automatically occur in the 
second year of each Septenary, excluding the initial 
one. Irrespective of the nature of the planets con- 
cerned, this second year of the seven has to be a 
difficult year. What was developed in the life dur- 
ing the previous seven-year period will not always 
easily adapt to the new direction in which the life 
is now heading. Expect therefore to observe resis-— 
tance from the past at ages 15, 22, 29, 36, and 43. 
The nature and intensity of this resistance can be 
determined from the nature of the two bodies involv- 
ed and specifically how the two are related in the 
Particular birth chart. 


The third year of each Septenary is of the 
nature of the ruler coming to the position of the 
second natal body it encounters as it continues its 
rise above the horizon. When Mercury was the 
Septenary-ruler, in Gandhi's chart, the next body it 
encountered after the Sun was the Moon. When Saturn 
was the Septenary ruler, the second body it encoun- 
tered was Venus. 


The subsequent years of the Septenary can simi- 
larly be described by the ruler coming to the con- 
junction with each of the remaining bodies of the 
seven. The ruler continues to move (more accurately, 
it is being moved by the diurnal rotation of the 
— in a clockwise direction around the natal 
chart. 


The Hindu approach to prediction also uses a 


specific sequence of planetary-ruled periods. It 
differs from the method outlined here. The sequence 
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of the planets they use is always the same. Here we 
use a sequence that is unique to the individual. 


An individual's planetary sequence about the 
Ascendant can naturally be of great value in rectif- 
ication. 


EVENTS IN GANDHI'S EARLY LIFE 

Examples are so much better than explanations: 
let us observe how the planetary indications of the 
Septenary can be related to events within Gandhi's 
life. The first event we know about occured when he 
was aged thirteen years. From reference to the 
table on the next page we note that this was a year 
in Gandhi's Venus Septenary, specifically the year 
that Venus came to the position of natal Mars. The 
chart below, erected for Venus rising, should reveal 
what was possible during the complete seven year 
period. Our understanding of the Venus-Mars natal 
relationship, within the terms of the overall per- 
iod, should then enable us to discover the specific 
nature of the event at this time 


CHART B: 
Venus Rising 


When Venus rises, Jupiter comes to the Descend- 
ant and the Moon to the Midheaven. So, let's not 
quibble about it, during the seven years a marriage 
was very likely, either his own or one of immense 
importance to him. As the particular year was the 
one when Venus stimulated Mars there is really lit- 
tle doubt is there? Yes, at the age of 13 Mohandas 
K. Gandhi was married. 
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GANDHI - THE FIRST 49 YEARS . 

The following table details the age at which 
each of the different planetary combinations can be 
said to describe the course of Gandhi's life. 


Table 1: 


SULTTLLTLTSTIIIIIIIT TTT A AAAI TAIT 


The planet stimulated by period's Ruler 
Septenary 


Ruler Su Mo Ju Sa Ma Ve Me 
SITILILLIIITTTTTTA ATT TSAI A ITAA 
Mercury ub 2 3 4 5 6 O* 
Venus 9 10 11 12 LS i= 8 
Mars 17 18 19 20 14* TS 16 
Saturn 25 26 27 21* 22 25 24 
Jupiter 33 34 28* 29 30 31 32 
Moon 41 35* 36 37 38 39 40 
Sun 42* 43 44 45 46 47 48 


SULILTIITTTTLLTT TSAI A IIIT AAAI AAA AAT 


In the above table, the planets listed in the 
left-hand column are in the same sequence, from top 
to bottom, as are the bodies observed in counter- 
clockwise sequence from the natal Ascendant. The 
planets listed across the top of the columns, from 
left to right, follow the clockwise sequence of the 
seven bodies from the natal Ascendant. 


The age at which each seven year period begins 
is indicated by an *. The youngest age in any row 
occurs when the same planet rules the Septenary and 
(according to the table) it is also being stimulated 
by the Septenary-ruler, by itself. In other words, 
this is the year when the Septenary ruler is at the 
rising degree, the year when its influence is at its 
purest. 


Within the same row ages increase to the right, 
then carry round to the left end of the same row if 
any bodies remain unallocated. The same sequence 
of the planets occurs throughout, only the leading 
body changes. 
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Alexander Ruperti, in his excellent "Cycles of 
Becoming", has demonstrated just how “each year 
within any given 7-year period has its individual 
meaning and is an expression of the period within 
which it falls". 


Table 2 
FITTTTITAT TTT TATA TTA TA TATA TAT TTA A A TAT TT 


Year Brief generalized meaning (Ruperti) 
within 

Septenary 

VULTLTLTLTLTTTT TTT TTT ALTA AAT ATTA AAT AAA AA AAA AT 

First Feeling one's way to a new condition of being. 

Second Resistance from the past 

Third Attempting to exteriorize the Septenary's impulse in 
definite form 

Fourth Critical turning point. Can the pull of the past be 
overcome? Either growth or disintegration. 

Fifth The flower-stage of the year-week. Year of greatest 
self-expression. The keynote of the Septenary may be 
revealed. 

Sixth What is implied in the Septenary now bears fruit. 

Seventh Culmination and promise of new start. 


TULLTITTTTTTTLT TATA TATA TATA AAA TATA A TATA TTT 


Ruperti has called the seventh year the "Seed 
Period". It is the culmination year of the current 
pes, depres and contains within it "in seed form, the 
substance of the subsequent seven-year cycle, the 
promise of a new beginning". If you refer back to 
Table 1, you will note that the planet stimulated by 
the Septenary-ruler in the final year of any Septen- 
ary becomes the ruler of the next seven years. 


"Cycles of Becoming, The Planetary Pattern of Growth", (CRCS 
Publications, 1978) should be refered to for more details con- 
cerning Ruperti's approach to the interpretation of a sequence of 
any set of seven. It must be emphasized, however, that Ruperti 
seems to be entirely unaware of the Septenary method of defining 
each year in terms of the sequence of planets unique to the 
individual. Although Ruperti's descriptions are therefore only 
generalizations, they are nevertheless extremely helpful. 
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In the pages that follow all events that we 
know to have occurred to Gandhi prior to age 49 are 
listed, year by year. The Septenary ruler and its 
place of direction are also listed. Given the pre- 
vious brief explanation of the method, the reader 
should experience no difficulty relating the planets 
highlighted by the Septenary method of astrological 

rediction to the sequence of events in Gandhi's 

ife. The reader will gain increased understanding 
of each year-week if he sets up the chart of each 
Septenary-ruler's rising. 

Following each listing of Gandhi's early life 
structure in Septenary terms, a few brief comments 
highlight the obvious. 


GANDHI - THE MARS YEARS (Ages 14-20) 


AGE MARS 
PLACE EVENTS 

14 Rising Stole coins from servants. 

15 Venus Stole gold from brother. Confessed. 

16 Mercury Father died. First son died. Much sorrow 
and guilt. He was nursing dying father but 
his thoughts were on his wife's body. He 
went to her and during the short time he 
was away his. father died. This guilt 
stayed with him throughout his life. 

17 Sun Matriculated. To college away from home. 
Left after one term. 

18 Moon Birth of son. Religious outcast. Left 
India for England, 

19 Jupiter Arrived in England. Studying law. Theoso- 
phy. Became a convinced vegetarian. 

20 Saturn In England studying, working very hard. 


Profoundly impressed by the Bhagava Gita 
and the New Testament. 


Mars -is no benefic. This was a difficult period 
for young Gandhi. Natal Mars is conjunct Venus in 
Scorpio, opposite Jupiter and Pluto, and squares 
the Leo Moon. The Mars stimulation of Mercury 


created guilt, its triggering of Jupiter found 
PP pei him overseas studying law. When it came to Saturn 
“YE Gandhi became a workaholic, alone, impressed by 


ancient scriptures -- a theme that was continued 
in the following Saturn Septenary. 
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GANDHI - THE SATURN YEARS (Ages 21-27) 


AGE SATURN 
PLACE EVENTS 


21 Rising Much studying, hard work. Passed law exam- 
inations. Called to the Bar. Death of his 
mother. Returned to India. Felt helpless, 
fearful, and unqualified. 


22 Mars Complete failure, unable to succeed in any 
venture. Second son born, 


23 Venus To South Africa. Left family behind. Began 
studying religion. Religious quest awakened 
in him when Christians’ tried to convert 
him. Began his public work. Overcame his 
natural shyness to make his first speech in 
public. Legal work. Community service. 
Involved in controversy when he wore turban 
in court. 


24 Mercury Qualified at Natal Bar despite opposition 
from white Law Society. About to return to 
India when he learned about proposed loss 
of Indian franchise in South Africa. Decid- 
ed to stay. Began his first fight to obtain 
national self-respect. Formed Natal Indian 
Congress. Helped Indian labourers. Fought 
to gain vote for Indians in South Africa. 
Reading Tolstoy. Legal work. 


25 Sun Organizing others. Wrote pamphlets. Secre- 
tary of Congress. Deeply immersed in stud- 
ies of Hindu religion. 


26 Moon Returned to India, to his wife and chil- 
dren. Enthusiastic welcome. Aiding Bombay 
plague victims. Improving hygiene. Nurses a 
dying relative. Learning languages. Writ- 
ings were much publicised. 


27 Jupiter Returned to South Africa, taking with 
him his wife and children. At sea in bad 
storm. Beaten badly by white mob. Refuses 
to persecute them. Opened small charitable 
hospital. Legal work. 


Very much a Saturn period: alone, frustration, demanding 
excellence from himself and from others. The first two years 
(Saturn rising and conjunct Mars) were appropriately difficult. 
The third Venus year was of the nature of this benefic. The 
fourth year was a turning point in his life, when he decided to 
stay on in South Africa — many Mercurial activities. The Sun 
and Moon years are appropriate. Opening a hospital in the final, 
the seed-, year indicated the direction of the next Septenary. 
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GANDHI - THE JUPITER YEARS (Ages 28-34) 


AGE 


28 


29 
30 
on 


32 


33 


34 


JUPITER 
PLACE 
Rising 


Saturn 
Mars 


Venus 


Mercury 


Sun 


Moon 


EVENTS 


Formed ambulance corps. Nursing during Boer 
War 


Nursing during Boer War 
Nursing during Boer War 


Began trying for Brahmacharya by self- 
control. Returned with his family to India. 
Attended Congress. Legal work in India. 
Long third class train ride through India. 
First began to wear the dhoti as his dress. 
Shocked at religious blood sacrifices to 
Kali that he observed. Visited Burma, Son 
very ill, nursed him to health using hydro- 
pathic remedies. 


Returned to South Africa, leaving his fami- 
ly behind in India. Moved to Johannesburg. 
Legal work. 


Struggling to overcome his sexual desires. 
Theosophy. Deep study of and memorizing the 
Bhagavad Gita. Creation of Satyagraha. Much 
legal work. 


Founded a weekly journal "Indian Opinion". 
It cost all of his savings. A great deal of 
correspondence. Legal work. Nursing ‘black 
plaque’ victims. 


The word that keeps repeating in the above listing of events is 
nursing. Jupiter is after all the co-ruler of Pisces. In the 
natal horoscope it is conjunct transforming Pluto and opposes 
Mars-Venus, each of which becomes angular when Jupiter rises. 
This was the time when Ghandi began to attempt his own self- 
transformation, his perception of reality was no longer suffi- 


cient; he wanted to experience higher- 
level manifestations. This would only be 
possible, his Hindu religion told him, 
when he had overcome his sexual desires. 
Jupiter expanded Gandhi's mind and promp- 
ted him to travel long distances — he saw 
the immensity of India through a train 
window. The final Jupiter stimulation, of 
the angular Moon, prompted his entry into 
publishing, a theme that continued in the 
next Septenary. 
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GANDHI - THE MOON YEARS (Ages 35-41) 


AGE MOON 
PLACE EVENTS 


35 Rising Read "Unto the Last" by John Ruskin, which 
brought about an instantaneous and practi- 
cal transformation of his life. He moved to 
a farm and created a commune, the Phoenix 
settlement, with both European and Indian 
members, Publishing Indian Opinion. Sent 
hd his family to come from India to join 

im. ; 


36 Jupiter Nursed Zulu wounded left to die by white 
South Africans. Deeply affected by the 
brutality and indifference. Took his final 
vows of permanent celibacy, Brahmacharya, 
Commenced his Satyragraha (the force of 
truth and love) campaign, demanding full 
spiritual involvement in Civil Disobedi- 
ence. First use of passive resistence. Made 
one of his greatest speeches. 


37 Saturn Began fasting and restrictng his diet to 
only fruit and nuts. Gave up the use of 
salt. Practising restraint. His wife was 
very ill. 


38 Mars Imprisoned for the first time. Burnt Regis- 
tration Cards as protest. First met with 
Jan Smuts, the premier of South Africa. 


39 Venus Spent two different periods in prison. 
Reading Thoreau & Emerson. Wrote to 
Tolstoy. To London agitating for the Indian 
franchise in South Africa. 


40 Mercury Returned to South Africa. Created Tolstoy 
farm-commune, Teaching at the farm. Inten- 
sified Satyagraha struggle. 


41 Sun Teaching. 


The Moon, as the centre of a grand-trine and of multiple T- 
crosses, is Clearly the focal point of Gandhi's horoscope. The 
years it ruled bring this out very clearly: communes, civil 
disobedience by passive (Yin) resistence. When the Moon came to 
Saturn he restricted his diet. When it triggered Mars he protes- 
ted publicly with fire. Little is known about events in the 
final year of these seven (a frustration that several libraries 
have failed to alleviate) in which the Moon came to Gandhi's 
natal Sun, to form the new Moon that was the seed for the next 
Septenary, the very important seven Solar years, during which 
Gandhi ended his South African stay and began life anew in India. 
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GANDHI - THE SOLAR YEARS (Ages 42-48) 


AGE SUN 
PLACE EVENTS 


42 Rising 2 


43 Moon Involved in very large civil disobedience, 
which included women for the first time. 
Fasting. Stopped drinking milk. 


44 Jupiter Arrested while on march. Fasted. In prison. 
Long negotiations with Smuts. Left South 
Africa for the last time. To London for the 
passing of the Indian Relief Bill. Start of 
lst World War. Formed Indian Ambulance 
Corps but had difficulties with the British 
army officers who were given command of it. 


45 Saturn Very ill with pleurisy. Returned to India, 
excited welcome. Went into retirement in 
Satyagraha Ashram. Grief over death of 
friend, Gokhale. Toured India. Loss of 
income and support when he treated Untouch- 
ables as equal, allowing them to join his 
Ashram. 


46 Mars Spoke criticizing the way of life of his 
fellow-countrymen. Audience refused to lis- 
ten, they forced him to stop and to sit 
down. Very busy writing and talking. 


47 Venus First met Nehru. Agitated for and obtained 
the abolition of indentured Indian immigra- 
tion to South Africa. Kheda campaign. At 
Champara fighting for the rights of land- 
less villagers, There he experienced the 
first triumph of Satyagraha civil disobe- 
dience in India. Opening schools. Began cow 
protection. Organized a mill strike. Under- 
went his first Indian Fast. 


48 Mercury Much travelling to recruit soldiers to 
serve in the Indian army, a task he dis- 
liked. Many meetings. Conference with the 
Viceroy. 


During this Solar Septenary Gandhi completed his work in 
South Africa and returned to India. South Africa was the place of 
preparation for the Mahatma's main purpose in life: to impose his 
ideas of self-help and equality of opportunity, and to bring 
about the independence of his country — all Solar key-words. He 
did this in the second half of his life, and, in becoming the 
anticolonial-liberator, he not only freed India but brought down 
the whole British imperial system, which led to the freedom of 
colonies everywhere. 
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Examination of how actual events relate to the 
planetary combinations the Septenary allots to each 
specific year can only demonstrate the promise of 
this technique. 


In the next issue of CONSIDERATIONS I will 
examine the events in Gandhi's life from the age of 
49 until his death. Events in the remaining years 
are as well correlated to the planetary symbolism 
as were those we have just examined together. Can 
you suggest how the Septenary will be used after the 
age of 49? Write and tell me. It will be interest- 
ing to see how many of you know or can work out the 
answer. We'll publish the names of all those who 
succeed. 


I still have to explain to you how to use the 
Septenary technique to split up the year itself into 
its different components. For some odd reason, (im- 
patience, I suppose) clients and other people just 
aren't satisfied learning at which age they will be 
engaged/married/ give birth/get promoted/fired, and 
so forth; they want the astrologer to fasten a 
specific day to the event. We'll attempt to do that. 


Yes, Virginia, the three outer planets Uranus, 
Neptune and Pluto do still exist. They have not been 
entirely forgotten. How dare we? In a subsequent 
article I will explain just how these three expand, 
modify and utterly alter the Septenary system so 
that when all is done we will end up with two sys- 
tems that complement and strengthen each other. 


All of these methods utilize the sequence in 
which planets rise in the horoscope. Noting this 
sequence will also earere our understanding of how 
a person will respond to any stimulus. As an exam- 
piee compare someone born with Saturn placed just 

efore Mars in the Zodiac, and no other body between 

the pair, with another person who is born with these 
two bodies occupying reverse positions. In the first 
instance Saturn will always be stimulated by a tran- 
sit (direct in motion) before the transit moves on 
to Mars — the offended one will erupt with anger, a 
healthy release of the frustration and hurt pride. 
In the second situation, where Mars gets stimulated 
first, we can expect any initial upset to be held in 
to stew and to perhaps become cancerous, or (unusu- 
ally, as with Gandhi) for the passion to be totally 
rejected. 


The sequence in which planets rise in the horo- 
scope is well worth your consideration. 


Qo 0-0 0 0 0.0 0.6 


CONSIDERATIONS 
HOROSCOPES IN AZIMUTH continued from page 28 


In the first case we have a subject who always 
appears to know what he or she is about; whose 
resources and ambitions are evenly balanced; who is 
comfortable in the environment he or she was born 
tO. 


In the contrary case we have both great over- 
reachers and under-achievers; people who rebel 
against society, or who simply deny the importance 
of historical or cultural roots. 


TWO BRIEF EXAMPLES 

I hope to present more detailed analyses of 
horoscopes with Azimuth methods in a later article. 
For the time being I shall give two succinct exam- 
ples of horoscopes with relatively harmonious as- 
pects in one plane and relatively dissonant aspects 
in the other. 


Figure 5. 


Figure 5 on this page is the Campanus map of a 
pe woman graced with above-average charm, intel- 
igence and beauty. To be sure there are some 
disquieting yates in this map: the Mars-Uranus 
midpoint afflicted by both Saturn and Neptune,’ the 
wide Moon-Venus-Neptune T-cross. As a matter of fact 
there were psychiatric problems which grew worse as 
the subject's Saturn return approached. But there 
are enough good aspects in the map, on balance, to 
justify optimism about her future. 
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In December 4977 the subject slashed the 
throats of her three children. At the time there was 
no planet transiting the violent midpoints in the 
27th degree of fixed signs and the twelfth degree of 
cardinal signs. Saturn was upon the radical Sun, 
which suggests she was in the middle of a deep de- 
press10n but certainly does not explain what hap- 
pened. 


Figure 6. 


The Azimuth map (Figure 6, above) is very dif- 
ferent. Here Mars and Neptune are in close conjunc- 
tion and closely oppose the Moon. This certainly can 
be read as insane violence directed against one's 
family. I do not mean to imply that an astrologer 
could or should have foretold precisely this event: 
still, here is a clue which the Zodiac alone does 
not provide. 


A further detail ought to be mentioned, even 
though it involves primary directions, because it 
confirms the importance of the Mars-Neptune-Moon 
picture. At the moment of the killing, the directed 
Moon was opposite the subject's eighth-house Sun 
(orb 26') and the midpoint of the directed Mars- 
Neptune conjunction was itself conjunct the Sun (orb 
2 )Rs 
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To end on a happier note I am including the 
Zodiac and Azimuth maps (Figures 7 and B) ect fa 
sculptor now on the threshold of success. Here is a 
case, contrary to the previous one, where the Azi- 
muth map is the better of the two. The zodiacal map 
is almost a caricature of a "lousy horoscope" — and 
indeed my friend's life so far has been character- 
ized by a long line of mishaps, beginning witha 
term spent in a Mexican goal at the age of eight. 


Now none of this has prevented him from remain- 
ing irrepressibly exuberant most of the time, being 
a good father, and producing sculptures which are 
beginning to receive critical praise across the 
continent. This must have a lot to do with his Azi- 
muth map, which is almost a caricature of a "splen- 
did horoscope". I'll tell you more about it when he 
becomes famous. 


MORE RIGOROUS THOUGHTS ON HOUSE SYSTEMS 

I said that my original reasons for adopting a 
new house system were, firstly, the intuitive re- 
quirement that planets should proceed in proper 
order through the houses and that cusp I should be 
more important than cusp VII; secondly, a crude, 
empirical satisfaction with the results. 


There still remained doubts about the symbolic 
correctness of the arrangement. Astrologers have 
long believed that the diurnal cycle is manifested 
in the polarity of day and night, that the (tropi- 
cal) zodiacal cycle is manifested in the polarity of 
Summer and Winter, and that an analogy between 
these two polarities is significant. 


Now if we put the first house in the West, 
where the Sun begins his descent under the Earth, it 
can hardly be paired with Aries where the Sun begins 
his climb to the height of Summer. One might make 
things work by calling Libra the first sign — a 

ractice endorsed by Jewish custom, in which the 
day begins at sundown and the year in September. 
Such a symbolic revolution, however, would be hard 
to accept for most Western astrologers: I,for one, 
find it impossible to associate Mayday with the 
eighth house. 


It has struck me recently that there is no 
analogy between two polarities. There is just one 
polarity: North and South. In Aries the Sun begins 
his vernal ascent to the North. In the West the Sun 
begins his daily tour—northwards. 


Figures 9a and 9b illustrate this fact. In both 
figures the horizontal line is the Equator. In 9a 
the horizon, which is none other than the "ecliptic" 
of the Azimuth house system, is viewed from the cen- 
tre of the celestial sphere as it winds north, then 
south, then back to its starting point. The Zodiac 
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in 9b is viewed from outside the celestial sphere. 
In both figures house or signs follow one another in 
the familiar, natural order: arithmetic and symbol 
both maintained. 


AZIMUTH HOUSES AND TROPICAL SIGNS 


Figure 9° REFERRED TO THE CELESTIAL EQUATOR. 


EQUATOR 


So it turns out that my cnoice of the prime 
vertical to define cusps I and VII was more approp- 
riate than I had suspected. In order for a house 
system to follow the North-South dichotomy rigorous- 
ly, a point situated on cusp I or VII should be ex- 
actly half-way between North and South. This is true 
of a point anywhere along the prime vertical,. which 
is 90° from both the North and South points of the 
horizon. It is not true of a point on the Ascendant 
or Descendant, which may lie considerably closer to 
the southern side (e.g. Sagittarius rising in the 
northern hemisphere) or the northern side (e.g. Can- 
cer rising in the northern hemisphere) of the celes- 
tial sphere. 


(Australian readers will be dissatisfied with 
this explanation. As they can find out on reading 
the Apppendix, I have generalized the discussion by 
referring to elevated and inferior poles instead of 
North and South. This still does not answer the old 
question of whether people in the southern hemi- 
sphere should begin their Zodiac in Aries or else- 
wherem—a question I leave unraised.) 


eS 


Figure 9: In order to make the two cycles run in the same direc- 
tion, the horizon is viewed from inside the celestial sphere and 
the Zodiac is viewed from outside. This is consistent with the 
author's view that Azimuth houses represent the subject's con- 
scious life and values, while the Zodiac represents influences 
from without and the subjects personality as seen by others. 
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APPENDIX 


The following notation is used throughout: 


® Geographic (geodetic) latitude 
6 Obliquity of the ecliptic 
a RAMC (right ascension of the upper meridian) 
Os 55 Right Ascension and declination of a planet 
or other point 
Tie ot Astrological azimuth and altitude 
s Sign (®) = +1 for North latitudes 


-1 for South latitudes 


n the appropriate cusp or house number 


The formulae given below make use of a three-variable 
function, R (A,B,C), which produces a correct Ascendant when: 


A= a, the RAMC, 
B= @, the latitude, 
and C = €, the obliquity 


A practical form of function R is 


R(a,@,€) = tan cosa /-g +H 


where H= 0, if -g=0 
and H= 180° » if -g<0 


g = sin a cos € + tan ® sin € 
The astrological azimuth of a planet,7, measured from the 
Vertex through the cardinal point of the horizon nearest the 
elevated pole, is found thus: 
(i) Let A= @- @, - 90° 
B= 6 
C=90° - © 
(ii) Evaluate R. Subtract 90° from the result. Finally 
multiply by s, to obtain 7, the azimuth. 
T = 5( R - 90°) 
(iii) Altitude is 


Nn = sin7)(sin B cos C - sin A cos B sinC) 
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Azimuth cusp longitudes in the Zodiac are found by using the 
following variables inR 


In all cases, 


B = sin7!(cos ® sin 30°(n+2]) 


Q 
" 


obliquity, € 


Now let k=@- tan" (sing® tan 30°[n+2]) 


Then, for Cusps X, XI, XII and I: 
A=k - 90° 
and for Cusps II and III: 
A =k + 90° 
One can employ the usual formulae for the Midheaven and 
ep instead of following the procedure given here for Cusps X 
and I, 
No further treatment of the result is needed in northern 


latitudes. For southern latitudes the following shuffle is 
necessary: 


Cusp III + 180° becomes Cusp XI 


" I] ] " " " XI I 
”" XI I " " " I I 
" XI " “ " I I I - 


Azimuth houses are not defined on the Equator, and make 
confusing maps inside 15° of latitude North and South. On the 
other hand they are increasingly well-behaved as they approach 
the poles. One cannot expect a house system to have both (a) the 
horizon or prime vertical as a cusp, and (b) validity at every 
point of the globe: it is wanting to square the circle. Besides, 
if astrological factors interact with the social or physical 
surroundings then it may be wrong to use the same kind of chart 
for Colombia and Uganda as for Canada and Finland. 
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TEST DATA 


The following data are provided as an aid to programmers. 
They are for 0 hours Ephemeris Time, lst February 1975, 


Obliquity of the ecliptic= 23°,44152 61. 


In order to make the checking of calculations more certain, 
apparent longitudes and latitudes were copied or deduced from 
data in The Indian Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac 1975, converted 
to decimal degrees and rounded to five decimal Places. The other 
co-ordinates were then re-calculated from the rounded values. 
Thus the starting ecliptic co-ordinates may be taken as literally 
precise. 


Longitude Right Ascension 
Latitude Declination 
) ) 
Sun 311.49122 313.95041 74 
- 0.00021 -17.33680 70 
Moon 192.53906 189.88562 13 
- 4.18000 - 8.80150 06 
Mercury 325.21533 326.75825 73 
+ 2.14369 -11.19711 78 
Venus 332.17733 334.72524 87 
- 1.53203 -12.13036 62 
Mars 277.49011 278.18948 81 
- 0.55586 -23.78469 63 
Jupiter 349.33821 350.63458 01 
- 1.10311 - 5.23546 93 
Saturn 103.44343 104.56612 37 
- 0.34060 +22.42366 63 
Uranus 212.46277 210.46196 17 
+ 0.54662 -11.81569 95 
Neptune 251.32182 249.99871 06 
+ 1.53763 -20.61622 35 
Pluto 189.13793 195.17287 86 
+17.05478 +12.04505 67 
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A Northern station. 
Angles, house cusps, astrological azimuths and altitudes are 
given for a place at 529.2 North latitude and a local RAMC of 
515.581 (equivalent to approximately 21° East longitude). 


0 ie) 0 
MC 149.46766 94 Cusps XI 130.47495 17 Il  36.53692 82 
AS  222.80809 83 XII 110.60981 74 III 355.06641 10 
VX 81.71546 54 


A Southern station. 
The same information is given for 37°.8 South latitude and a 
local RAMC of 275°.581 (near 145° East longitude). 


oO to) ) 
MC 275.12294 07 Cusps XI 267.08615 22 II 119.95807 43 
AS 4.55143 27 XII 253.00771 30 III 103.51039 58 
VX  193.65675 88 
Northern station Southern station 
Astrological Astrological 
Azimuth Altitude Azimuth Altitude 


Su 118,33393 32 -52.47036 53 200.64485 10 +50.71409 80 
Mo 229.07579 21 +20.75653 54 4.37775 77 + 8.76556 83 
Me 97.18256 44 -48.71187 77 196.39729 80 +37.16154 03 
Ve 85.22936 30 -49.85014 24 189,55563 32 +31.66819 33 
Ma  165.93735 41 -40.77803 92 260.21979 08 +75.80853 54 
Ju 64.70284 78 -40.46716 44 185.06747 54 +15.00304 24 
Sa 338.65893 57 +43.44789 99 60.78935 14 -72.79297 37 
Ur 212.07870 88 + 8.52575 84 354.17344 90 +26.80161 97 


Ne 186.62556 76 -21.23510 54 329.38070 56 +61.98939 85 


mo) 


] 212.63180 88 +36.80023 93 344.64671 88 + 0.04939 25 
Note that Saturn is just inside the third cusp. The unexpec- 


ted bahaviour of the Moon and Pluto results from their being more 
than 21° apart in latitude. 
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ARE ASTROLOGICAL CHARACTERS EGYPTIAN? 
continued from page 39 


To imply that there exists an ancient metaphy- 
sical message built into these symbols, and that it 
is composed of basic geometric elements, betrays a 
lack of sensitivity to two things. Firstly, to the 
diverse, robust and often surprising mythological 
shapes which have inspired astrological thinking; 
secondly, to the sensual beauty of handwritten or 
hand-engraved forms. Nothing feels more anti-poetic 
than synthetic allegorical systems; nothing looks 
deader than astrological signs drafted with compass 
and ruler. 


* * * 


THE PROBLEM OF TRANSMISSION. 


The reader will retort, no doubt, that I have 
related only two characters to Egyptian astrological 
symbols — those for Libra and Aquarius — with any 
certainty. In order to establish an Egyptian origin 
for the Leo character, say, I would have to show 
that the snake-and-disk hieroglyph Ra was used by 
Egyptians to represent the constellation or tropical 
sign we call "Leo"; furthermore I would have to show 
that this graphic label was adopted by some Alexan- 
drians or Arabs and then passed on somehow to vari- 
ous astrological communities down to our time. At 
present this cannot be done. 


Nevertheless there remains an amazing group of 
hieroglyphs which look like astrological characters,. 
which have meanings or associations close to the 
associations astrologers make for the signs or la- 
nets they seem to represent, and which come from 
Egypt——-the most important astrological centre of the 
late Empire. In the light of these facts, is it pos- 
sible to modify the Egyptian hypothesis so that it 
can sound reasonable? 


Yes. Someone who understood the basic meanings 
of hieroglyphs could have borrowed them in the ser- 
vice of purely Greek, or Hellenistic, astrological 
ideas. This person must have lived before 500 A.D., 
because no knowledge of hieroglyphs survived much 
beyond that date; but he could not have lived very 
long beforehand either, because astrological charac- 
ters do not appear in the many writings and horo- 
scopes left by Alexandrian astrologers—they seem to 
have first become popular in Byzantium. Egypt was 


if 
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plagued by civil wars and invasions from the middle 
of the fifth century to the seventh, so there was 
vious of opportunity for a "brain-drain"—astro- 

ogers taking their innovations to other parts of 
the Empire without leaving any trace in Egypt. 


In any case this innovation owed nothing to 
Eaypesan astrology as such. For example the hiero- 
glyph m', "sickle", may be the source of ourh . 
But no true Egyptian ever thought of a sickle as an 
attribute of the planet Saturn, even though the 
sickle with which Cronos castrated Uranus — appar- 
ently a Greek variation of a Hittite myth — may 
have been familiar all around the Mediterranean. It 
was only the Greeks who thought of the particular 
name "Cronos", and its attendant symbols, in connec- 
tion with both a particular god and a particular 
planet. 


Gleadow produces a table, already referred to, 
in which he claims to show the hieroglyphs used by 
the Egyptians for the signs of the Zodiac. Most of 
them are quite different from the ones discussed 
here. Aries is represented by an animal pelt; Taurus 
by the virile member wtt, “husband", "bull"; Cancer 
by its famous scarab; Leo by a knife; Virgo by a 
seated woman; Scorpio by a snake; Capricorn by a 
face; Pisces by a single fish. 


Unfortunately Gleadow does not state to what 
period of Egyptian history these symbols belong; but 
they should certainly be older than the Dendorah 
Zodiac with its thoroughly Greek icons slightly 
altered to suit Egyptian tastes. Most of them did 
not get passed on to us, despite Gleadow's table 
which deceptively implies an orderly descent from 
ancient Egypt to modern Europe. The only possible 
survivors are the above-mentioned Libra and Aqua- 
rius, with maybe Gemini and Virgo (whose hieroglyphs 
would have been simplified out of all recognition) 
and Sagittarius (an arrow). Thus it is safe to 
conclude that if the other modern characters are 
borrowed hieroglyphs, then the borrowing was done by 
someone who didn't care for the Egyptian system of 
astronomical names. 


We must also suppose that there were at least 
two paths of transmission. One of these could be 
direct, say by an astrologer migrating from Egypt to 
Constantinople; another could be indirect, via the 
Arab world. This could explain how, in some cases, 
the 1400 character shows a closer relationship to 
the hieroglyph than does the 500 character; or that, 
in other cases, the 1400 and 500 characters pick up 
what seems to be the same idea but in quite differ- 
ent ways (see Figure 8). 
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THE RETURN OF RA IN THE RENAISSANCE 


The Sun — and perhaps the sign Leo too — 
presents us with a peculiar problem of transmission. 


Since the dot-circle was a hieroglyph for the 
Sun and is now the astrological character for the 
same body, it is a sound first assumption that the 
two are connected. Yet throughout the Middle Ages 
the symbol for the Sun was the "ice-cream cone" 
design of Figure 13. 


Somehow, in the middle of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, European astrologers once more began using the 
dot-circle. this is hard to understand. After all, 
there are many ways to doodle a Sun symbol if one is 
looking for a new glyph: * 


S ars een. 


Besides, why did astrologers want to change this 
symbol? The mediaeval character was easy to draw— 
unlike the one for Capricorn, which copyiass were 
always getting wrong; it certainly wou have pre- 
sented no difficulty to the early typefounders; and 
any astrological symbol, once fixed in usage, tends 
to remain. 


All this raises the central question: why was 
the dot-circle abandoned or ignored by astrologers 
in the first place? 


Now the dot-circle was a familiar solar emblem 
throughout the ancient world. The early Christian 
church would have had an interest in suppressing any 
ubiquitous design for the Sun. A solar religion, 
Mithraism, had been the main rival of the new cult; 
in Egypt itself, the worship of Ra was equally pop- 
ular. It is undoubtedly the power of various cults 
devoted to Helios-Mithras or to Luna-Diana which 


*, The sigla shown here were picked from among 64 alchemical 
symbols for gold illustrated in G, W. Gessman, Die Geheim- 
symbole der Chemie und Medicin des Mittelalters, Munich, 
Franz Mickl, 1900, plate XxX. 


79 


CONSIDERATIONS 


inspired this ominous passage in the Apocalypse: 


And the city [the new Jerusalem] 
had no need of sun or moon to 
shine upon it, for the glory of 
God was its light, and its lam 
was the Lamb. By her light shal 
the nations walk; ..there shall 
be no night there. (XXI 23-25) 


Even if there was no official ban of the dot-circle, 
a cautious astrologer was well advised to use a 
neutral character for the Light of Day. 


The return of the dot-circle in the Renaissance 
has no such plausible explanation. It might have 
been the work of an obscure mythographer, or of an 
unknown sect of astrologers who had heretofore kept 
their solar glyph hidden, or of a dilletante collec- 
tor of pagan graven emblems. But how could any of 
these impose their will on the majority of astrolo- 
gers? It might have been an act of collective rem- 
embering—but we shall leave that to others to spe- 
culate on. 


A similar remark might be said about the Leo 
character. Although the mediaeval version of this 
symbol has a certain likeness to the hieroglyph, the 
modern form is much closer. Is this too the result 
of collective recall? 


I don't pretend to have solved any problems. If 
readers are skeptical, so much the better—as long 
as all those other theories about the astrological 
symbols leave them equally skeptical. 


TO SUBSCRIBE TO CONSIDERATIONS, fill in the form below, 
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CONSIDERATIONS follows standard astrological and 
astronomical conventions as much as possible. De- 
grees of the Zodiac (ecliptic) are indicated either 
by the ~ and ' symbols meaning degrees and minutes 
(and occasionally by " meaning seconds) or else by a 
sign symbol insexted between the degree and minutes 
pagts. Thus 265°16' of Longitude is the same as 
25°16' of Sagittarius or 25,716. 


Time is stated in hours and minutes (and sometimes 
seconds) separated by colons. Thus 2:07:48 means 2 
hours, 7 minutes and 48 seconds. Civil time is 
usually stated as UT (Universal Time) or ET (Ephem- 
eris Time) since this saves the reader from uncert- 
ainty about precisely what clock rules are being 
followed. UT may be converted to Eastern Standard 
Time (EST) by subtracting five hours. ET is approxi- 
mately equivalent to UT. A good explanation of the 
difference between UT and ET is found in the appen- 
dix "How to Cast a Natal Horoscope" by Robert Hand 
and Joshua Brackett, in The American Ephemeris 
1931 to 1980. i? A a 


Hours are given in the 24-hour dial to avoid errors 
with "a.m." and “p.m.”; 17:00, not 5:00 p.m. 


Decimal points always separate whole numbers from 
decimal parts. Colons are used to separate whole 
numbers from sixtieths. Thus 2:07.8 means 2 hours, 7 
minutes and eight-tenths of a minute, which is 
equivalent to 2:07:48. 


When the decimal point is used together with degree, 
arc minute and arc second symbols, the decimal point 
follows the symbol of the last _ whole unit. Thus 
CC rs saat can be written 239.41 or 23°24'.6 or 
23-2 des 


Local sidereal time (ST) is expressed in hours. The 
right ascension of the local meridian (RAMC) is 
expressed in angular measure. The former is equal to 
the latter divided by 15. ST 7:51 is the same as 
RAMC 117°45'. 


Zodiacal positions may be assumed to be tropical 
unless it is stated otherwise. Sidereal horoscopes 


usually require that an ayanamsha be specified. 
xk * 
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